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GENDER AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

   
Women’s Empowerment & Gender Equality

  
Women Protest All Discriminatory Laws 

To celebrate the National Women’s Day that marks the struggle of women against a series of anti-women 
laws passed by the former dictator General Zia-ul-Haq, women’s rights activists staged a protest 
demonstration to express their resolve that women would continue to resist every act of the state against 
women’s rights and would never accept anything less than equal rights in all spheres of life -

 

legal, social, 
cultural and economic. Owing to absence of comprehensive implementation mechanism and lack of 
political will to curb the malicious practice, a number of human rights violations and subversion of 
women’s rights in the name of Karo-Kari, Watta-Satta and Wanni are still pervasive in our society. The 
incumbent government was itself responsible for the persistent imbalance in society. They called upon 
the incumbent government to take immediate steps to repeal all discriminatory laws against women -

 

Hudood Ordinance, Qisas and Diyat, Law of Evidence and all such other laws without further delay. The 
fact is condemned that after more than three decades, despite women’s consistent demands for repealing 
all discriminatory legislation passed by the Zia’s regime in the name of Islam, no successive government 
had shown the courage to act on behalf of women. The discriminatory laws introduced in the name of 
Islam not only distort the true spirit of our religion but also bring shame to us as a nation. The day was 
commemorated to renew the commitment of women for the emancipation of their rights.

  

The women 
folk are victim of dual oppression in our society -

 

economic and gender exploitation. It is irony that 
successive governments have shown apathetic attitude towards the issues of social protection and 
guarantees for the rights of common citizenry.

 

Pakistan Today –

 

February, 12, 2012

  

Forth Annual Statistics of Violence against Women: Report Launched

 

Annual statistics of violence against women shows 6.74 per cent increase in the incidents of VAW in the 
country as 8,539 women became victims of violence in the year 2011 as compared to 8,000 in 2010.The 
Fourth Annual Statistics of Violence against Women mentions notable increase in some forms of violence. 
For instance:

  

Sexual assault increased by 48.65 percent

  

Acid throwing increased by 37.5 percent 

 

Honor killings increased by 26.57 percent

  

Domestic violence increased by 25.51 percent 

Out of total 8,539 cases, 148 were reported in Islamabad, 6,188 in Punjab, 1,316 in Sindh, 694 in KPK, 198 
in Baluchistan.

 

The collected data represents the reported incidence of violence against women from 113 districts

 

of 
Pakistan, Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) and federally and provincially Administered Areas. The 
number and percentage of the cases of VAW are:

  

Abduction/kidnapping

 

cases are 2,089 in 2011

  

Murder cases are 1,575

  

Honor killings cases are 705

 

Out of total 148 incidents of VAW reported in Islamabad, there were 34 cases of murder; 27 of 
abduction/ kidnapping; 21 cases of domestic violence; 8 of rape/ gang rape; 5 cases of sexual assault; 9 
incidents of suicide; 2 case of acid throwing and 42 cases of miscellaneous nature. The report shows that 
the reported cases of violence against women in 2009 were 8,548 whereas in 2008 the number was 
7,571. Among the total 8,539 incidents, FIR was registered in 6,745 cases whereas no FIR was registered 
in 911 cases and there was no information available in 883 cases. The biggest number of unregistered 
cases was noted in Sindh province where FIRs were not registered in 605 cases and no information was 
available in 75 incidents among the total 1,316 reported cases 

 

The News -

 

February 15, 2012
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First Ever All Female Political Rally by MQM  

Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) chief Altaf Hussain said that to make Pakistan stronger and more 
prosperous it is necessary to ensure the empowerment of its women.

 
He was addressing a large ‘Baiktiar 

Aurat –

 
Mazboot Pakistan’ (Strong Pakistan –

 
Empowered Women) rally at Bagh-e-Jinnah, Mazar-e-Quaid 

in Karachi on February 19, 2012.

 
The MQM chief said that his party has always raised a strong voice for 

women’s rights. He said only the leadership of the masses could solve the problems of the country.

 
The 

rally was the biggest rally of women in whole world, and it has added a new chapter of history by holding 
the mammoth rally. At least one million women participated in the rally.

 
The MQM chief said that black 

tribal customs should be put aside now and Pakistani women should be given freedom and 
empowerment.

 

He called for solving the problems of womenfolk living in the rural areas and stressed for 
boosting female literacy for a bright future.

 

Dawn -

 

February 19, 2012

  

Both Men, Women Resort To Gender-Based Violence: 16

 

Days of Activism by CSOs 

Speakers at a seminar stressed on raising awareness among people about gender-based violence. A large 
number of people representing civil society and other walks of life attended the seminar. The speakers 
also expressed solidarity with survivors and victims of gender-based violence (GBV). They also praised 
economic, political and social achievements of the women of Pakistan. The moot also observed that 
perpetrators of gender-based violence are found among both men and women. Recent studies 
undertaken in many countries have found a high prevalence of physical and sexual violence against 
women by intimate male partners. Statistics from the United Nations Population Fund indicate that 95 
percent of victims of domestic violence are women, while 99 percent of perpetrators are men. The 
gender-based violence has devastating consequences, not only for victims, but also for society as a whole. 
Around the world, at least one in every three women has been abused in her lifetime –

 

most often by 
someone she knows, including a member of her own family, an employer or a co-worker. Violence against 
women has been called the most pervasive yet least recognized human rights abuse in the world. Gender 
violence occurs in both the public and private spheres.

 

Several forms of violence against women are 
reported in Pakistan. They include, but not limited to, domestic violence, rape and sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, stove-burning, dowry-related violence, honor killings, karo kari, vani, trafficking of women 
and girls and harassment at the workplace.

 

   The Daily Times -

 

February 01, 2012

  

Gender Based Violence in Hazara/Kohistan

 

Reported Cases Of VAW/GBV

 

Report 
No Of Causalities

 

Females

 

Males

 

Murder

 

12

 

-

 

Violence

 

5

 

-

 

Honor Killings

 

7

 

5

 

Suicide

 

7

 

-

 

Set To Fire

 

2

 

-

 

Shot Dead

 

1

 

-

 

Gang Raped

 

2

 

-

 

Domestic Violence For Dowry

 

1

 

-

 

There was just one case of violence perpetrated by a wife in Hazara. A woman

 

from Haripur was 
booked for setting her husband on fire after he refused to grant her divorce. The injured died in the 
hospital.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 11, 2012
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HR WATCH 

   
HR Violations by Authorities 

 
Policeman Rapes Girl Allegedly Dating In Park 

A fifteen year old school going girl was raped by a Sub Inspector (SI) of Islamabad police. Police sources 
said that on January 23rd, 2011 a girl was sitting with three male friends at Fatima Jinnah Park, where 
Islamabad Police SI appeared and started questioning the young boys and the girl. The boys were 
students of F-10 College while the girl was studying in a private school of the federal capital. The SI took 
the dating boys and girl in his custody and handed the boys to their college principle but did not release 
the girl. After leaving the boys at their college, the SI blackmailed the girl and threatened her that he 
would inform her parents about her date. He took her

 

at R White Hotel in F-10 Markaz where he raped 
her. After committing the crime the accused SI gave Rs. 100 to the girl to hire a taxi to reach home 
situated in Sector G-13. He also threatened her to keep silent over the entire episode. The area falls within 
the Jurisdiction of Shalimar Police Station. Later, the girl approached the Shalimar police Station and 
narrated the horrible story. On this, the police registered an FIR against the accused SI and arrested him. 
Police sources said that the SI has a daughter aged 15 year but despite this, he raped the 15 year old girl. 
He was deputed at Rescue 15. Investigation Officer of the case said that the SI was sent behind bars.

 

Pakistan Today –

 

February, 12, 2012

  

Adiala Prisons 

As Supreme Court action briefly united seven survivors in the case of 11 missing persons with their 
families. The agony of the families of 335 persons still in the custody of intelligence agencies continues. 
The data collected from the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances constituted by the 
Supreme Court and the private Defense of Human Rights Pakistan. The Pakistani intelligence agencies 
have picked up at least 1,065 persons since the 9/ 11 terror attacks. While some of them had been 
extradited to the United States, about half of them released after the superior courts took notice of their 
disappearance. The chairperson of Defense of Human Rights Pakistan, Amna Masood Janjua said the 
disappearances are still on as 95 persons went missing in 2011 as against 80 persons in 2010. The 
reported cases of missing persons during 2011 included 43 from Punjab, 25 from Khyber Pakhtunkhawa, 
8 from Sindh, 2 from Azad Kashmir and 17 from Balochistan. Out of 1,065 cases, the families of some 
missing persons did not pursue their cases in the courts due to various reasons. Her husband Masood 
Ahmed Janjua is among the remaining 335 missing persons. The families of missing persons have now 
planned another sit-in outside the parliament house. Col (retired) Inamur Rahim advocate, who has 
served in the judge advocate general (JAG) branch of Pakistan Army that deals with the cases of the 
missing persons as well, told that the intelligence operatives on suspicion raid any particular place and 
pick all the persons even innocent ones. According to him, the agencies could pick a civilian under the 
Pakistan Army Act 1952 but they are bound to produce them for trial within eight days of their arrest. He 
alleged that the authorities were not following the army act. In most cases the authorities abuse their 
powers and after keeping in illegal detention they forced a person to record confessional statement for a 
crime he did not commit. In some cases the missing person may face penalty and in some cases the court 
may acquit him. In the case of 11 prisoners who went missing after their acquittal from anti terrorism 
court was a perfect example of agencies high handedness in which 4 detainees died in their custody. An 
official of a security agency on the other hand said they arrested terrorists after gathering solid 
information and evidences but the court released them because the evidences available with the security 
agencies could not be admissible under the law of evidence. There are loopholes in the criminal justice 
system and the terrorists always get benefit of the doubt and managed their acquittals had left the 
agencies people with no option but to arrest them again.

 

Dawn -

 

February 14, 2012

  

Young Girls Kept At In Prison in Violation of Law 

Two young girls were kept in the Central Prison Peshawar for the last four months in a kidnapping case in 
violation of the Juvenile Justice Ordinance 2000.

 

The 13-year-old Naila and 11-year-old Shumaila were 
arrested four months back by the Bhanamari Police along with their brothers Attaullah and Fawad 
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Hussain. A local man had filed a case against the four siblings on September 25 last year for allegedly 
kidnapping a girl from the jurisdiction of the Bhanamari Police Station.

 
According to a police official, the 

kidnapped girl,

 
who later returned home, had stated that Attaullah and Fawad along with their sisters 

were involved in her kidnapping. The two girls were shifted to the Child Protection Centre while an 
inquiry has been ordered against the investigation officer of the Bhanamari Police Station for negligence 
on his part regarding the Juvenile Justice Ordinance 2000.

 
A circular is issued to all the police stations 

regarding the Juvenile Justice Ordinance 2000 and they have been directed not to arrest anybody below 
the age of 18 but shift them to the Child Protection Centre. The arrest of the two young girls was unveiled 
when the district and sessions judge Peshawar paid a visit to the prison. The girls were languishing in the 
jail since October 2011 in violation of the Juvenile Justice Ordinance 2000. Under the law, girls and boys 
up to the age of 18 could not be put behind bars but are to be shifted to the Child Protection Centers 
established for the purpose.

 

An official disclosed that Section 83 of the Pakistan Penal Code too does not 
allow the arrest of children up to the age of 12 in any case. Under the law, a medical board would be 
constituted to determine the age of an accused in case of any doubt about whether the person is an adult 
or minor.

 

The News -

 

February 20, 2012

  

Unethical Repeating Practices for GBV/VAW Victims: A Case Study 

The 17-year-old victim has been hounded by journalists from her house to her hospital bed, narrating her 
experiences of abduction and gang-rape to reporters and millions of viewers across the globe –

 

again and 
again.

 

What the family first saw as a means of getting justice, has come back to bite them. No reporter has 
ever sought permission to enter her house and it is disgraceful for the whole family. The alleged rape 
victim from Karak has accused 13 men, including police officers and an army soldier, of abduction and 
gang-rape. After 13 months in custody, the teenage girl returned home pregnant. Her brother Alamzeb, 
who was an active advocate for his sister’s rights, was shot dead outside a district court in Karak on 
December 9.

 

Now her 18 year old brother

 

handles the media, juggling consistent calls from reporters 
between his newfound family responsibilities and studies.

 

Television channels were most intrusive the 
day when the victim gave birth to her child. Almost all news channels showed images of the mother and 
the newborn girl. But what was most atrocious was when hours after the delivery, a reporter asked the 
alleged rape victim how she felt about her child and whether she was happy about her birth.

 

In a frail 
voice, the 17-year-old mother, lying on a bed with a veil on her face and the newborn next to her, 
answered all questions live on national television.

 

Reporter Shazia Nasir sees the January 20 interview as 
part of the game. It is completely unethical to ask such questions, but there is too much pressure on 
reporters to get the story.

 

The excessive media coverage has made the victim an object of judgment.

  

In 
the case of Uzma Ayub, the victim has been blamed since the beginning.

 

Women’s Rights activist Fouzia 
Saeed questions why there are different rules for victims and the accused. If the media names rape 
victims and shows their pictures, they should do the same for the accused.

 

Giving intimate details about 
rape victims only allows people to discuss her further.

 

While some feminist thinkers and legal experts 
believe it is a victim’s discretion to be identified

 

but it is not fair to put people in the limelight without 
making them understand the consequences of doing so. People are not really aware of what it means to 
expose their identity and need to be trained to deal with reporters.

  

It is not fair to throw a person in front 
of the media just because it makes a good story.

 

The way Uzma Ayub’s case was reported gave the story a 
very different twist, starting another blame-game. It is both unethical and illegal to identify rape victims 
in the media. One of the fundamental rights provided by the Constitution is the right to privacy. As the 
Fourth Estate, the media must respect the Constitution.

 

There are also trickle-down effects of 
irresponsible reporting. Many rape victims withdraw their cases if they are too pressurized by the media 
and NGOs. According to the HRCP’s annual report last year, 2,903 women –

 

almost eight a day –

 

were 
raped in 2010, a figure which is rarely reflected in coverage of rape cases in the media.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 20, 2012
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Child Rights 

 
Child Abuse Cases Increasing In Pakistan: A Report by Sahil

 
One could well imagine how vulnerable our children are to sexual exploitation and abuse by seeing the 
2.27%

 
reported increase in such cases last year. The tally of girls and boys abused in the country grew 

from 2,255 in 2010 to 2,303 in 2011, a non-governmental organization working for child rights. The 
situation grows grimmer when insists the number is much bigger as many of child abuse incidents aren’t 
reported to police due to involvement of the victims acquaintances for family pressures or shame. It is 
difficult to measure the prevalence of child abuse cases in our society. Many incidents will never be 
reported, especially those committed by family members. Statistics compiled by the scanning of the 
country’s 65 national and regional newspapers, on average, three children aged below 18 years were 
subjected to sexual exploitation and abuse daily last year. Like previous years, girls made most child 
abuse victims in 2011.  Of the children abused last year, 72%

 

were girls. They were abused for a longer 
period of time compared with boys. Similar to previous years, most of such girls and boys belonged to the 
6-15 age brackets. Statistics show around two-thirds of child abuses were committed by acquaintances 
including family members, friends, neighbors, teachers, clerics, guards, employers, brick kiln owners and 
shopkeepers and the rest by strangers including policemen, drivers and landlords.

 

Shockingly, around 5%

 

female abettors were also involved in the punishable offence. Altogether, 4,846 
people partook in 2,303 child abuses. Around 85%

 

children were abused for one time, 5%

 

for more than a 
day and the rest for unidentified period of time. Punjab, the most populous province of the country, 
reported most of such cases i.e. 79%, followed by Sindh (10%), Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (4%) and 3%

 

each 
from Islamabad and Baluchistan. Only three cases were reported in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and one in 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Overall, rural areas reported more than double of child abuses (60%) than urban 
localities. By and large, markets, under-construction houses, religious seminaries, mosques and shrines 
were the places of abuse. In many cases, children were abused as punishment or revenge. Some girls were 
raped by those interested in marrying them but were declined marriage either by victims or their 
families. Surprisingly, unlike the past when the stigma attached with sexual abuse prevented families 
from reporting it to police, parents of around 75%

 

molested children approached police for relief. With 
some cases settled out of court, police and courts processed

 

majority of these cases. Abusers got death, 
jail and fine depending on the nature of the abuse. Also, a phenomenal increase in child abduction cases 
was reported from 850 in 2010 to 1112 in 2011 with three girls and boys being kidnapped every day on 
average. Taking the initiative of collecting child abuse figures reported in the press to educate people on 
their children’s vulnerability to abuse and the ways and means for their protection, especially outside 
home. He urged people to help child abuse victims

 

cope with tremendous emotional challenges, which 
might be lifelong, instead of blaming them for the unfortunate happening.

 

The News -

 

February 08, 2012

  

All Provincial Labor Departments Agree To Draft Law to Eliminate Child Labor 

All provincial labor departments have agreed to draft a law to eliminate child labor from Pakistan.

 

The 
new law prohibiting child labor will replace the existing Employment of Children Act (ECA) 1991. The 
proposed new law, which is in compliance with the International Labor Organization (ILO) conventions 
138 and 182, will ban the employment of children below 14 years of age and restrict the employment of 
children less than 18 years of age in hazardous occupations and processes.

 

The existing Employment of 
Children Act (ECA) 1991

 

is not in line with the government’s commitment made on the ratified ILO 
Convention 138 (Minimum Age of Employment) and Convention 182

 

(Worst Forms of Child 
Labor).

 

Therefore four key recommendations for the new legislation were made;

 

1.

 

Children under 14 years of age should be banned from employment;

 

2.

 

Children under 18 years of age should be banned from employment in hazardous 
occupations and processes;

 

3.

 

The list of hazardous occupation should be updated through tripartite consultation on the 
provincial level;

 

4.

 

The law should also ensure adolescents’ right to minimum wages, compensations and social 
security benefits.

 

Child labor is a social menace that requires concerted efforts by all stakeholders, including the 
government, employers, workers and civil society,

 

for its elimination from society. Margaret Reade 
Rounds of the ILO was committed to supporting its member states in taking affirmative action to curb 
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child labor, especially its worst forms, on a priority basis in line with the ILO conventions that have 
already been ratified by the government of Pakistan.

 
Daily Times -

 
February 11, 2012

   
Conflict Watch 

 
Twin Drone Strikes Kill 21 in NWA

 

Two US drone strikes struck terrorists in Pakistan’s tribal areas and killing at least 21 fighters in North 
Waziristan near the Afghan border.

 

The death toll may rise, a Pakistani security official warned after the 
second strike. The missiles struck targets in the North Waziristan tribal region near the Afghan border. 
Pakistan has previously complained that such attacks violate its sovereignty. Last month US President 
Barack Obama defended the use of drones to target terrorists in tribal areas. Security officials said that in 
the first attack two missiles killed at least five terrorists. Several others were wounded, although the exact 
number could not be established. A second attack in the same area, near Miranshah, the main town of 
North Waziristan, killed 15 Uzbek fighters. There is no way of getting independent confirmation of the 
figures as reporters are prevented by the authorities from traveling to the region. The area is known as a 
sanctuary in Pakistan for the Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked terrorists. A drone attack last week hit a house 
in Spalga, killing at least nine people, including some Pakistani Taliban.

 

The US does not normally 
comment on drone operations, which have killed hundreds of people in recent years. The recent attacks 
come a week after officials said one of the most senior al Qaeda terrorists in Pakistan, Badar Mansoor, 
was killed in a US drone strike. Islamabad is hosting talks with leaders of Afghanistan and Iran to discuss 
counter-terrorism co-operation, and strengthening regional stability.

 

Daily Times -

 

February 17, 2012

  

Blast Aftermath: Parachinar Death Toll Climbs To 43

 

The death toll from a suicide attack that ripped through Parachinar rose to 43. The bomber attacked a 
crowded market near an imambargah in Kurram Agency in one of the deadliest attacks in the restive area 
for years.

 

The number of deaths in the attack had risen and the injured were shifted to Peshawer for 
treatment.

 

A Grand Jirga of Shia and Sunni tribal elders from the Khyber, Orakzai and Kurram Agencies, 
negotiated a peace to analyze the situation after the suicide attack.

 

Locals said that security forces, who 
rushed to the scene soon after the blast, opened fire to control the angry crowd, resulting in more 
casualties. Earlier

 

the jirga consisting of six tribes of the Turi and Bangash demanded that an inquiry 
should be launched against the security personnel for opening fire on the people after the blast. The jirga 
also criticized the government for its inability to maintain peace in the area.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 20, 2012

   

Terrorist Incidents in February 

  

Date Place Killed 
Injure

d 

Feb 1

 

Orakzai Agency in FATA

 

20

 

-

 

Bolan District

 

15

 

-

 

Lakki Marwat District in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

 

3

 

-

 

Feb 2

 

Quetta, Balochistan

 

3

 

-

 

Feb 3

 

Kurram

 

Agency in FATA

 

25

 

3

 

Tirah Valley of Khyber Agency

 

4

 

-

 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

 

4

 

-

 

Feb 4

 

Sibi District

 

6

 

1

 

Feb 6

 

Orakzai Agency of FATA

 

15

 

8

 

Feb 8

 

North Waziristan Agency of FATA

 

10

 

-

 

Feb 9

 

North Wazirastan Agency of FATA

 

4

 

-

 

Feb 10

 

Kurram Agency in FATA

 

11

 

19

 

Feb 14

 

Turbat Buleida, Turbat District

 

7

 

2
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Feb 16

 
North Wazirastan Agency of FATA

 
21

 
-

 
South Wazirastan Agency

 
13

 
1

 
Upper District of KhyberPakhtunkhawa

 
3

 
9

 
Feb 17

 
Kurram Agency in FATA

 
40

 
24

 
Bara Are of Khyber Agency

 
22

 
-

 
Feb 18

 
Tira Valley of Khyber Agency

 
9

 
4

 
(Accessed From: http://www.satp.org)

   

Drone Attacks in 2012 So Far

   

Drone Attacks In 2012

 

Month

 

No. Of Attacks

 

Killed

 

Injured

 

February

 

3

 

18

 

4

 

January

 

4

 

15

 

2

 

Total

 

7

 

33

 

6

 

(Accessed From: http://san-pips.com/index.php?action=reports&id=tml3)

   

Violence against Minorities 

 

Sectarian Attack: Against Shias

 

An uneasy peace in an area beset by violent sectarianism was short-lived. Parachinar bleeds again. At 
least 31 people were killed and 36 others were injured when a suicide bomber attacked a crowded 
market in Kurram Agency in a deadliest attack of the month. The bomb exploded near an imambargah as 
the main Friday prayers took place in Parachinar, the headquarters of Kurram Agency. But that was not 
the extent of the tragedy. According to locals, two people were killed when security forces shot at 
protesters from the Shia community after the bombing. A splinter group that broke away from the 
Pakistani Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack, saying that the Toori (Shia) tribe was involved in 
activities against us. The blast casts a shadow over the fate of a fragile peace deal, which was concluded 
recently in the restive agency, plagued by sectarian violence. The blast took place in the busy Khar Bazaar, 
also known as Kurma Bazaar, when the young suicide bomber rushed towards the crowd and detonated 
the explosives strapped to his body. The target of the bomber was the Imambargah; however, he did not 
succeed in attacking that, Sajid Hussain Toori, a lawmaker from the region, told. The blast took place at 
around 1:45 pm in the market, which is one of the busiest spots in Parachinar. Eyewitnesses described 
the attacker as a young man in his mid-twenties. They further said that it was a powerful blast and was 
heard in far off areas. Around 20 people were killed on the spot, while six others succumbed to injuries at 
the hospital. Independent sources put the number of injured at over 60.

 

Locals said that security forces, 
who rushed to the scene soon after the blast, opened fire to control the angry crowd, resulting in the 
death of two people and injuries to 28 others. However, MNA Sajid Hussain said that four people were 
killed in the incident and added that everyone has their own way of protesting. A senior administration 
official avoided commenting on deaths caused by firing from the security forces, but conceded that at 
least seven people were injured in the baton charge and firing to control the protestors. Meanwhile, 
speaking from an undisclosed location, Leader of Tehreek-e-Taliban Islami Fazal Saeed Haqqani told AFP 
by telephone that, we had warned the political administration previously not to side with Tooris.

 

A 12-
year-old unidentified child was also killed in the blast.

 

Anjuman-e-Hussania Parachinar has announced 
three days of mourning, while also asking people to remain peaceful.

 

Sajid Hussain Toori, one of the key 
people behind the peace deal in Kurram, said that the people of the region were peaceful, and added that 
they would do their best to maintain the peace treaty. Friday’s blast was the deadliest attack in the 
country since a remote-controlled bomb blast killed at least 35 people in Khyber Agency on January 10.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 18, 2012

  

Intimidation of Ahmadis in Rawalpindi 

A recent protest against Ahmadis in Rawalpindi was an act of harassment and in clear violation of the 
constitutional rights of Pakistanis. Under Article 20 of the Constitution, every citizen has the freedom to 

http://www.satp.org
http://san-pips.com/index.php?action=reports&id=tml3
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profess, practice and propagate their religion, Over 5,000 people from various religious parties including 
Jamaat-ud-Dawa, Jamaat-e-Islami, Sipah-e-Sahaba and Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat gathered near a local 
hospital in Rawalpindi to protest against Ahmadis’ preaching and worshipping in the area. The Ahmadi 
community through another harrowing, when hundreds of locals assembled outside their place of 
worship demanding the removal of barricades and closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras installed 
there.

 
A deadline of March 1 has been set by a religious group for Ahmadis to remove the CCTV cameras 

from around their worship place in E-block of Satellite Town, although the cameras had actually been 
placed there by the police to enhance security for the threatened community.

 
In a similar incident last 

month, hundreds of people surrounded the same worship centre demanding the removal of barriers 
around it, although they had been placed with the permission from the city government and the 
neighbors claimed to have had no problems with them.

 

A representative of the Ahmadi community said 
that a large number of locals gathered outside the location after Friday prayers and removed the security 
cameras.

 

Hundreds of people including local traders came ahead to remove the cameras. The police did 
not even try to stop them,

 

said the dejected representative.

 

New Town Police Station House Officer (SHO) Raja Abdul Qayum confirmed that over 200 protesters 
assembled outside the worship place and asked the authorities to remove the barricades.

 

On the direction 
of the commissioner,

 

we have Removed CCTV cameras and barricades from outside the worship place, 
and no untoward incident happened there, he said.

 

In a statement, Ahmadiyya Community spokesperson 
Saleemuddin blamed the Rawalpindi police for the incident. He said that after the Lahore massacre of May 
28, 2010, the community took certain security measures on the advice of law enforcement agencies. The 
measures included placement of barricades, barbed wires fencing on the walls and installation of CCTV 
cameras, to avoid a possible terrorist attack. In a statement issued on Friday, Saleemuddin pointed out 
that the barricades had been removed earlier, and the Ahmadiyya Centre has thus been deprived of eyes 
to keep watch on the approach roads. The community’s right of prayers and congregation has thus been 
exposed to grave danger.

 

The police were presenting as usual. Sharjeel Mir was present on the street and 
watched worshipers leaving the place. After the peaceful dispersal of the congregation, finding no other 
excuse, the troublemaker [Shirjeel Mir] and some madrassa students came outside the centre and started 
shouting and raising slogans demanding the removal of the security cameras, the statement added.

 

It 
alleged that the police, including the SHO present, made no attempt to stop

 

them.

 

From 2:30 to 3:30pm, a crowd was allowed to gather in front of the community centre’s gate. Even the 
SSP did not order the unlawful assembly to disperse once he reached the site.

 

At about 3:30pm, the SSP 
asked the administration to remove the cameras to appease the mob. The SSP was informed that the 
measures had been adopted on the direction of the authorities and could only be removed on a written 
order from the district administration, the statement presented.

 

At about 4pm, the additional deputy 
commissioner (ADC) arrived and the police, under the supervision of the SSP removed the cameras 
although “no written order was produced.

 

The police was responsible for law and order and SSP had done 
it on his discretion. The SSP professed that he had done so

 

to appease the mob so that they may disperse, 
said the statement.

 

The JA spokesperson regretted that cameras were removed but the mob was not 
asked to disperse. Instead, loudspeakers came in and provocative and threatening speeches were made. 
The mob was allowed to carry on with provocation and threats to demolish the centre.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 25, 2012

   

HR Related Issues 

 

Ministry Of Human Rights to Frame Mechanism for Screening of Prisoners 

The Ministry of Human Rights will soon establish a mechanism through which all inmates in prisons 
would be screened for Hepatitis and HIV-AIDS through regular medical checkups. Mustafa Nawaz 
Khokhar stressed on the need to work with renewed will to tackle human rights situation arising due to 
rise in drugs trade. While mentioning the mandate of the ministry, he expressed the resolve to review the 
existing laws regarding drugs trade and harmonizing existing legislation, regulations and practices with 
the international human rights covenants and agreements to which Pakistan is a party and monitoring 
their implementations. He

 

further suggested forming a committee, which could take upon the task of 
reviewing existing laws and suggesting new ones. The adviser, while mentioning the lacunas in the 
existing laws, said that there is a dire need to treat the narcotics users not as violators of narcotics law but 
also victims. He urged for proper laws for the rehabilitation of drug victims.

 

Khokhar briefed UNODC 
representative about other international commitments of Pakistan such as Preparation of Universal 
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Periodic Report (UPR), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Convention against 
Torture (CAT), Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) etc.

 
The News -

 
February 22, 2012

  
Fundamental Rights: CJP Seeks Measures to Reduce Prison Crowding 

Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, heading the bench, remarked that poor prisoners 
faced brutal conditions in prisons while the rich and influential got themselves shifted to hospitals. 
Prosecutors and police did nothing but demanded handsome salaries. They did not produce evidence and 
witnesses in courts, and then the courts were blamed when the accused were acquitted. The

 

chief justice 
made these remarks after going through a report submitted by the Inspector General (Prisons) which 
showed that Lahore’s two prisons

 

Camp Jail and Kot Lakhpat –

 

were operating at thrice their capacity. 
Camp Jail, which has space for 1,050 prisoners, but houses 3,659 inmates; Kot Lakhpat Jail, built for 1,000 
prisoners, but houses 3,500.

 

The chief justice also noted that 2,306 people were in jail awaiting the 
submission of the challans against them so their trials could start. Under the law, the police are supposed 
to submit a challan within 15 days of arresting someone. The

 

court also urged magistrates to make sure 
that they examine the police file closely and apply a judicial mind to police requests for physical remand. 
It directed the member of the Inspection Team (MIT) of the Lahore High Court to seek an explanation 
from the Cantonment Courts judicial magistrate why unnecessary extensions of remand (both physical 
and judicial) were being granted without cogent reasons and why the police were not submitting 
challans.

 

The court also directed the MIT to convey the court’s concern to all judicial magistrates in the 
Punjab and ask them to refrain from granting remand without applying a judicial mind.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 23, 2012

  

Labor Unions Set To Become 

Labor unions across the country, including around 300 unions in the federal capital, will become void

 

once the Industrial Relations Ordinance 2011. It has learnt that the ordinance’s expiry will make it 
difficult for laborers to defend their rights.

  

The expiry will not only affect labor unions but also labor 
courts where laborers file their complaints. With the ending of the ordinance, the National Industrial 
Relations Commission (NIRC) and Implementation Tribunal for Newspaper Employees (ITNE) will also 
become dysfunctional because of which laborers across the country would find no place to record their 
complaints. Its ending will restrict the process of labor union registrations as the registrar can only 
register the union after checking and verifying necessary documentation. In July 2011, President Asif Ali 
Zardari promulgated the ordinance [for 120 days] on the advice of Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani in 
view of the legal vacuum created due to deletion of the Concurrent Legislative List through the 18th 
Amendment. President Zardari cannot extend or promulgate the ordinance for the third time; however

 

parliament could introduce the legislation.

 

Daily Times –February 27, 2012
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GOVERNANCE WATCH 

   
Working of Government 

 
PM Gillani Announces APC on Balochistan 

Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani said the government would soon convene an All Parties Conference 
(APC) to discuss and address issues of Balochistan; particularly the law and order situation in the 
province. There

 

is a law and order situation in Balochistan, which has to be addressed. The government is 
also talking with the coalition partners in this respect. The

 

prime minister said the government’s initiative 
of Aghaz-e-Haqooq-Balochistan aimed at removing a sense of deprivation among people of the province, 
adding, however, that the law and order situation in Balochistan had overshadowed the initiative. He

 

termed the unanimous approval of the 20th Constitutional Amendment by the National Assembly a 
historic milestone, and said all political parties deserve the credit for it. He said the 20th Constitutional 
Amendment would ensure free, fair and transparent elections in the country. Asked if the government 
would talk to political parties on the amendment outside parliament, the prime minister said, we are 
ready to talk to everyone. 

 

The News -

 

February 16, 2012

  

PBS: Merged Departments Threaten Street Protests

 

The employees and officers of four government departments have launched a protest against the merger 
of their organizations into a newly established autonomous body namely Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS). In a letter distributed among all and sundry in the institutions, they warned the government of a 
countywide movement if the merger decision is not reversed and their grievances are not resolved before 
start of the financial year 2012-13. The federal government notified the PBS while merging Federal 
Bureau of Statistics (FBS), Population Census Organization (PCO), Agriculture Census Organization (ACO) 
and Technical Wing into it. The statistical institutes all over the world are functioning purely as the 
government organizations and not as autonomous bodies. It also proposed setting up a committee 
comprising representatives from their organizations as well as from Finance and other departments. The 
officers and employees, active among others, highlighted in the communication the difference between 
their job status under existing scenario and after the merger. 5,000 to 6,000 officers and employees will 
suffer, badly, reads the letter. They threatened to take to streets if the government does not pay heed 
towards their problems. As high ups who are close to retirement, kept the personnel in darkness, a 
committee comprising active ones from FBS, PCO, ACO and Training Wing be formed to look into the 
issues. The contract employees, they fear, may be sent home by the government in coming June-July, 2012 
as a warning sort of official memo has already been served on them. All these contract employees are on 
the strength of these departments at least for the last 10 years, they recalled. There will be no service 
security in the PBS, officers and employees will lose their seniority, there will be no status between 
contract employees and regular employees, according to their grievances. They were also concerned 
about promotions that, according to them, would be stagnant. They asked: What will be status of the 
budget, employment status, pension, GP Fund, hiring etc.

 

The News -

 

February 20, 2012

  

Unclear Status: SC Seeks Statement on Status of G-B 

A fresh debate on the status of Gilgit-Baltistan was at the forefront of a Supreme Court hearing of two 
identical petitions regarding the enforcement of fundamental rights and appointments of judges in the G-
B Supreme Appellate Court.

 

Attorney General Maulvi Anwarul Haq submitted, before a three-member 
bench of the apex court, that the Gilgit-Baltistan Self Governance & Empowerment Ordinance 2009, under 
which the affairs of the area are currently being run, was issued by the federal government. Justice Jan 
asked the attorney general whether, under article 248 of the Constitution, the president could only issue 
such an ordinance, on the advice of prime minister, for areas that do not fall in any province. If it’s true 
that the president did not issue the ordinance then the court could declare it null and void. Haq told the 
court that the status of the area was also not clear due to some international disputes. Highlighting the 
importance of the matter, the court directed the attorney general to submit a concise statement on the 
issue before the court. However, on Haq’s request, the court issued notices to the federal government and 
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the relevant ministry to submit their written reply in this regard within 15 days. The court was hearing a 
petition by Dr Ghulam Abbas, a resident of the area, against the appointment of Rana Mohammad Arshad 
Khan as chief judge of the G-B Supreme Appellate Court. The attorney general told the court that an 
appellate court had been established under the 2009 governance ordinance to ensure the right to appeal 
against G-B court decisions. Responding to a query, Haq conceded that the appointments are made in the 
G-B court following an old method of appointment instead of the 2009 governance ordinance. Akram 
Chaudhry, Abbas’ counsel, had prayed the court to declare the appointments of retired judges in the G-B 
Supreme Appellate Court illegal, unconstitutional and against the fundamental rights of the people. After 
hearing of the court, Suleman Akram Raja, lawyer of the bar association of G-B, told

 
that there was no 

dispute on the status of the area. The enforcement of fundamental rights there was an issue due to which 
they approached the highest court of the country.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 23,

 

2012

   

Baluchistan’s Condition

  

Simmering Baluchistan Needs Concrete Steps, Not Rhetoric

 

The government presented details of the funds that have been and would be spent under the much-hyped 
Aaghaz-i-Huqooq-i-Balochistan, and seemingly on paper the progress has been positive. The National 
Assembly was informed that under the head of Gas Development Surcharges (GDS) arrears prior to 1991, 
the federal government would give Rs. 120 billion to the province over a period of 12 years. Of this 
amount, the government has already released Rs. 10 billion and another Rs. 6 billion would be spent by 
the end of fiscal 2012.To create 5,000 posts for graduates of Balochistan, the government will be spending 
Rs. 3.418 billion over four years. Of this amount, the government has released Rs. 1.54 billion. Moreover, 
for the resettlement and rehabilitation of internally displaced persons of Dera Bugti, the government has 
released one billion rupees. The federal minister for finance and revenue in a written reply informed the 
house that the government was fully committed to releasing these funds for the welfare of the people of 
Balochistan. However, for all and sundry including the elected representatives from the province, these 
funds and measures are a facade. Lt-General (retired) Abdul Qadir Baloch of the Pakistan Muslim League–
Nawaz (PML-N) and an elected legislator from Balochistan claimed that the present provincial 
government was busy distributing millions of rupees among its legislators to keep the provincial 
government intact. In the house of 65, PPP only has 14 MPAs. It is not difficult to fathom the real reason it 
has been able to keep them in the government by doling out millions of rupees without any proper audit, 
Qadir Baloch.

 

According to PML-N legislator from Balochistan, there is only one man in the opposition as 
nearly all members have one portfolio or the other.

 

Each member of the Balochistan provincial assembly has received Rs. 250 million as development funds, 
whereas as an MNA have only got a development grant of Rs. 20 million. Hence, the government has only 
released a fraction of the sum it claims it has given to Balochistan under the package. A PPP MNA from 
Quetta city, about the apparent inability of his party’s government to address the problems of the 
province, he did not disagree: The government is busy taking cosmetic measures and not broaching the 
real issues. Since 70s no government had made any real effort to address concerns of Baloch people. Mr. 
Shah claimed that peace could only be wrought about if the government spoke to the real Baloch who 
according to him are currently hiding in the mountains. The government should talk to the estranged 
Baloch people and bring them back to mainstream politics if at all it was interested in a real time change 
in the province, he said. It’s ironic that on one hand the COAS tells the world that the army has gone back 
to the barracks and on the other hand the number of missing people keeps rising. When we ask for an 
explanation, my government puts the blame on foreign hands, his complained. For now the PPP 
government is undeterred from passing public statements about its efforts for reconciliation with 
disgruntled elements in the province.

 

Both General Baloch and Mr. Shah, however, are too jaded to think 
too much into this effort. In the past, many such initiatives had been taken

 

by various governments which 
proved to be complete failures.

 

Whereas Qadir Baloch commented: Baloch nationalists need to be taken 
on board, otherwise, the APC would not make any difference. Given the rocky trajectory of Pakistan’s 
journey, this is yet another game that will be played out over the next a few years.

 

Dawn –

 

February 17, 2012
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The Armed Forces and Balochis’ Uplift 

Despite being the richest in mineral resources and having a 750 kilometer coastline, offering tranquil 
beaches and abundance of marine life,

 
Baluchistan is the most neglected province of Pakistan. Successive 

governments have not only left the Balochis in gross neglect, but also plundered its riches, leaving the 
inhabitants in a shabby and decrepit condition. Besides the federal government, the provincial 
governments of Baluchistan and the feudal lords have been complicit in this criminal abandon. In the 
decade 2000 onwards, various development projects were launched to reduce the plight of Balochis, but 
it seems to be a case of too little, too late. Decisions that should have been taken in the seventies and 
eighties are being taken now, which has done little to alleviate the misery of people. Resultantly, the 
Balochis have been exploited to fuel insurgency and strife. Most of their grievances are genuine, but 
taking up arms was not the right action. In the near past, the armed forces of Pakistan have taken up the 
cudgels for the uplift of the Balochis. The main areas of concern have been education, health and means of 
livelihood to wean away the disgruntled elements into lives of normalcy. Both the army and the navy have 
spearheaded projects to induct Baloch youth into their services, as well as set up educational and medical 
institutions.

 

As regards recruitment in the armed forces, there have been adequate vacancies. But a small 
number of Baloch youth have come forward to join this profession, mainly because of illiteracy and 
ignorance.

 

Resultantly, their representation in the armed forces has been less as compared to the youth from other 
provinces. In order to create awareness among them about the military, and subsequently choosing it as 
their profession, over the past few years, the armed forces have started a massive awareness campaign 
and concession package all over the province. Consequently, the army’s campaign met with 
overwhelming successes. Thousands of Baloch youth appeared for recruitment in various army selections 
and recruitment centers. About 4,000 Balochi recruits of this massive campaign completed their basic 
training on October 29, 2010, and joined various units of the Pak Army. The induction of these soldiers in 
large numbers is a major milestone and historical occasion for their families and the province. 
Additionally, 10,000 youths -

 

still undergoing basic military training in various institutions -

 

are likely to 
join the prestigious service in the near future. Likewise, Pakistan Navy (PN) has launched the “N” Cadet 
scheme. The Baloch youth are being inducted in different cadet colleges through a sponsorship system in 
which they will be able to join the navy after completion of their studies. In a fast-track scheme, they are 
being taken directly into the PN as officers without undergoing the rigors of the Inter Services Selection 
Board (ISSB). Two years after commissioning, they will have to undergo the selection process by ISSB, 
and by that time they will be better equipped to pass the tests.

 

Similar schemes are being undertaken for induction into the PN’s other ranks. Different branches of 
Bahria schools and colleges are being set up in the province, while simultaneously local schools are being 
sponsored by the navy where books, furniture, sports equipment and development funds are being 
provided. On its part, local army units have been assigned by the COAS to arrange educational classes for 
the children of poor people, who cannot afford the heavy expenses of imparting even basic education. 
Their boarding, lodging and tuition fee is borne by the Pak Army from its own resources. The army’s 
contributions in the progress of Balochistan, including Chamalang Education Programme, Sui Education 
City, and Gawadar Institutes of Technical Education, are remarkable. Measures have been taken to sustain 
these projects, which are contributing positively towards better education and creation of jobs for 
common people, particularly in its remote areas. Moreover, the health sector has received no less 
attention. Both the army and navy have set up medical centers and hospitals, where the Balochis not only 
receive free treatment, but also medicines. The navy’s Darman Jah Hospital at Ormara with a 100-bed 
facility and state-of-the-art medical equipment is a matter of pride for Pakistan. Additionally, serious 
patients are transferred to major hospitals in Karachi and other metropolitan centers if required. These 
facilities also provide equal employment opportunities to Baloch boys and girls. Indeed, the contribution 
of the armed forces in bringing the Baloch youth into the mainstream through their induction process is 
commendable.

 

The Nation -

 

February 15, 2012

  

Human Rights Violations in Balochistan 

The Functional Committee of Senate on Human Rights expressed its serious concerns over violation of 
human rights in Balochistan and suggested laws to curb the powers of intelligence agencies.

 

The 
committee also expressed its concern over the recovery of mutilated bodies of missing persons, target 
killings of laborers, doctors, teachers and increasing incidents of kidnapping for ransom in the province. 
The committee, which met under Afrasiab Khattak, said laws should be made to curtail the power and 
influence of security agencies and bring them under the democratic control of parliament.

 

Senators 
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Surriya Amiruddin, Farhat Abbas and Hafiz Rasheed also attended the committee’s meeting. Balochistan 
Home Secretary Naseebullah Bazai gave a briefing to committee members. The committee rejected a 
report of by the Balochistan Home Department about the law and order situation and human rights 
violations in the province. The committee had met in Quetta to assess the prevailing security situation in 
the province. Human rights condition is deteriorating here, particularly with the recovery of mutilated 
bodies of political leaders and increasing incidents of kidnappings, he said. This act is giving a message 
that state and its institutions do not consider them [the victims of target killings] their own people. It is 
common perception here that that secret agencies are involved in enforced disappearances and dumping 
the mutilated bodies. If it is true, the government should control its institutions since this act is badly 
damaging the sovereignty of the country. Khattak said some militant groups are also targeting laborers 
and teachers. The violence in every shape is wrong and unjustified. Those who are involved in these 
killings are also not well-wisher of Balochistan. Committee members said target killings of people from 
the Hazara community were not sectarian violence rather an act of terrorism. Committee would 
pressurize the provincial government to ensure protection of life and property of minorities because the 
province is also witnessing a sharp rise in the kidnappings of Hindu people. The government could not 
wash it hands of responsibility by stating that foreign elements are involved in disturbing peace in the 
province. They should investigate what kind of circumstances have paved the way for foreign elements. 
People will look towards foreigners when their rights are trampled down by their own people. The 
committee said that the government should hold negotiations with angry Baloch to address their 
grievances.

 

Daily Times -

 

February 16, 2012

  

Bill in US House on Right to Self-Determination for Balochistan 

The government condemned a US House of Representatives resolution seeking right to self-determination 
for Balochistan as an attack on Pakistan’s sovereignty. Government condemns the resolution as it is 
against our sovereignty. Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar also took a strong exception to the bill. She 
said in a statement that although it was an isolated move by a few individuals, it was contrary to the 
principles of the UN Charter and international law. Such an unfriendly and irresponsible attempt by a few 
individuals in Washington was aimed at creating distrust between the peoples of the two countries. She 
said the bill was also against the very fundamentals of the long-standing Pak-US relations. The foreign 
minister said she hoped that this tendentious move would not be allowed to sail through by a vast 
majority of US Congressmen. The Foreign Office termed the

 

resolution highly irresponsible and against 
international laws. Foreign Office spokesman Abdul Basit said in a statement that the bill was based on 
poor information and ignorance. He expressed the belief that the US Congress would not pass the bill. 
Information Minister Firdaus Ashiq Awan said the bill was interference in internal affairs of Pakistan. We 
were expecting such stunts in the wake of trilateral summit of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran, as the three 
neighboring Muslim countries have resolved to revive and promote their cultural, social, and economic 
and trade relations, she told reporters in Lahore. Ambassador to the United States Sherry Rehman said 
Pakistan’s viewpoint on the resolution had been conveyed to the US State Department. Talking to a 
private television channel, we have apprised the US State Department that the resolution on Balochistan 
would take the bilateral relations of both the countries in a different direction. Sherry Rehman said that 
any attempt on the territorial integrity of Pakistan could not be tolerated. Balochistan Chief Minister 
Nawab Aslam Raisani said that self-styled champions of human rights did not remember the 
commitments made to the Palestinian and Kashmiri people for their right to self-determination. In a 
handout,

 

he said the Americans were not interested in the problem of Baloch and seeking right to self-
determination for Balochistan because they wanted to pressure Pakistan and enforce their influence in 
this region. The Pakistani embassy in Washington also rejected the bill as an ill-informed and 
unacceptable move. Pakistan’s Permanent Representative in the United Nations Abdullah Hussain Haroon 
said the resolution was a severe violation of the UN Charter.

 

Daily Times –

 

February 19, 2012

  

Moving Constructively on Balochistan 

The Balochistan issue is in the headlines once again. The target killings of settlers, recovery of bodies of 
missing persons, bombs attacks on sensitive installations and attacks on FC personnel lend credence to 
the fact that the situation is deteriorating. According to a recent press conference by the IGFC in 
Islamabad, the situation worsened after the death of Nawab Akber Bugti. However, out of 30 districts, 
only five, including Quetta, Sibbi, Dera Bugti, Turbat and Khuzdar, have volatile situation. In 2011, 1,587 
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persons were killed in 1,476 incidents of violence. The political initiative taken for Balochistan could have 
been fruitful but politicians have not delivered on this count. It is well known that all members of the 
Balochistan Assembly have status of ministers and there was no opposition in the provincial assembly. 
Still, those in the driving seat seemed to be uninterested in initiating dialogues with the separatists. No 
effort has been made in this regard.

  
Similarly, politicians have failed to deliver on the socio-economic 

front as well. According to reports, Rs160 billion were allocated for development projects in Balochistan 
by the government but there was no improvement on the ground. Every provincial MPA received

 
Rs250 

million annually for development of his or her constituency but the common man continues to suffer. It 
has been reported that 70 percent hospitals in the province do not have staff and medicines while 70 
percent schools have been closed. Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani had offered the Baloch leaders 
dialogue and the government had withdrawn cases against annoyed Baloch leaders. Some of the salient 
features of the Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-Balochistan package presented by the government were: 

  

Releasing political prisoners against whom terrorism cases are not pending. 

  

Expeditious recovery of missing persons. 

  

Stopping of the construction of new cantonments in Balochistan.

  

Withdrawing army from Sui. 

  

The basis of National Finance Commission (NFC) Award will on the size, revenue generation and 
backwardness of the province. 

  

Promising necessary constitutional amendments to strengthen provincial autonomy as 
demanded by Balochistan and other smaller provinces, as well as abolition of the Concurrent List 
of the Constitution. 

  

Promises initiating of judicial inquiry into the killings of Nawab Akbar Bugti and other Baloch 
leaders.

  

An end to all operations except anti-terror actions.

  

Payment of royalty to the province (Rs120 billion) on the Gas Development Surcharge from 1954 
to 1991 in 12 years. 

 

The package promises a judicial inquiry into the allotment of land in Gwadar to accommodate the local 
population. Besides, a free economic zone will be established in this port city and all jobs will be offered 
to the local population. The chief minister will be the ex-officio chairperson of the Gwadar Development 
Authority. There will be a special development package for the Sui area where 5,000 additional provincial 
cadre jobs will be created.

 

The province will be able to purchase up to 20 percent of the shares of the PPL, 
the OGDCL and the Sui Southern when offered in the open market. The Saindak project would be 
exclusively handed over to the province. (14) Similarly, Rs. 1 billion will be spent on the rehabilitation of 
IDPs from Dera Bugti.

  

Unfortunately, there has been little implementation on the much-needed reforms in true letter and spirit. 
Thus, it has failed to build confidence among all the stakeholders.

 

On the other hand, the army chief has 
supported a political solution to the issue. Following the announcement of the Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-
Balochistan package by the government, the army garrisons at Kohlu and Sui were closed down and the 
forces pulled out. Also, the A and B area system was restored under which only seven percent of the area 
in the province was guarded by the police while the Levies were deployed in the remaining 93 percent 
area. The police force, on which Rs7.5 billion had been spent, was withdrawn from the B area.

 

Also, what 
cannot be ignored is the fact that the war in Afghanistan is impacting the Balochistan situation to a great 
extent.

 

The News -

 

February 19, 2012

  

621 Killed In Baluchistan’s Maze Violence In 2011

 

Throughout history, Balochistan and its issues have been a bone of contention for Pakistan. The 
‘Baluchistan’s

 

Maze of Violence’ report underlined that the situation in Balochistan continued to 
aggravate with the passage of time, despite the government’s efforts to curtail the violence and win back 
the trust of the Baloch people.

 

The report stated that the present government announced the NFC Award 
and the Balochistan Rights’ Package in 2009 to curb the militancy in the province, yet the situation on 
ground remained stubbornly volatile as the central and provincial governments’ were indifferent towards 
addressing the Balochistan issue. The parliamentary committee constituted by the Parliament in August 
2011 to ascertain the causes behind the deteriorating law and order situation in the province, has yet to 
visit the province. According to the report, violent incidents left 621 people dead during 2011, out of 
which 281 people were shot dead in different incidents of target killing, 68 fell preys to two suicide 
attacks, while bomb blasts and landmine explosions claimed 120 lives. The ongoing ‘kill and dump’ 
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incidents claimed another 231 lives, when mutilated and bullet-ridden dead bodies were found in 
different parts of the province.

 
According to the Balochistan Home Department, the government estimates that 196 bodies of missing 
persons were discovered, mostly from the Baloch dominated districts of the province. According to the 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan about 6000 people are still missing in the province.

 
The report also stated that a steep rise in sectarian violence was the hallmark of 2011. It said the 
Balochistan government estimates suggested that 117 people lost their lives in 20 incidents of sectarian 
violence, 92 of whom belonged to the Shia sect of the Hazara community, which mostly lives in and 
around Quetta city. Also, there were 102 incidents of sabotage and subversion in the province, targeting 
railway tracks and gas pipelines. During 2011, militants’ relentless attacks on security forces resulted in 
the killing of 218 FC personnel among others. The Baloch Republican Army and Balochistan Liberation 
Front claimed responsibility for most of these attacks. The year 2011 ended with the gruesome killing of 
Dr Baqir Shah. The report said 2012 was proving to be just as violent, as almost 60 people have lost their 
lives in different episodes of violence in January 2012. The report added that the Baloch people are being 
targeted in other provinces as well. Three family members of Baloch lawmaker (Sahabzada Bakhtiar Khan 
Domki, a relative of the late Nawab Akbar Bugti) were gunned down in Karachi. Summing up the 
situation, the report stated that the situation in Balochistan was taking a turn for the worst and that it 
foresaw more violent incidents to surface in 2012.

 

Pakistan Today -

 

February 20,

 

2012

   

Legislative Watch 

 

Need for New Laws/Amendments  

Need for Federal Mandate on Industrial Labor Laws organized by Pakistan Institute of Legislative 
Development and Transparency (PILDAT). He admitted there might be lacunas in the 18th Amendment 
because the parliamentary committee on constitutional reforms, which prepared the devolution plan, 
worked behind closed doors. The non-existence of a comprehensive legislation for the rights of workers 
and trade unions activities, the law ministry and other concerned authorities were working on the issue 
and its solution would be ready by March 15. Industrial Relations Ordinance (IRO)-2011 is going to lapse 
on March 17. It was promulgated by the president on August 17, 2011. The National Assembly extended it 
for another four months which is going to expire on March 17, 2012. The Ordinance will lapse if not 
converted into an Industrial Relations Act.

 

Labor leaders believe that the subject has been transferred to 
provinces so neither an ordinance could be issued nor legislation through parliament was possible if the 
existing IRO-2011 expires. Eighteenth Amendment has divided workers, provinces have passed their own 
legislations for labor rights but national-level unions and federations like WAPDA, PTCL, Pakistan 
Railways, Post Office, and PTV will

 

have no legal protection in the absence of proper legislation for the 
purpose. Accordingly, unions at the centre will remain unregistered which is violation of ILO conventions 
and fundamental human rights.

  

Parliament is supreme and it can legislate on matters where provincial 
jurisdiction is limited.

 

Many things have emerged after the 18th Amendment, which at the time of 
preparing the plan, were beyond the understanding of the committee. The issue will be resolved in a 
manner which does not violate provincial autonomy.

 

Dawn –

 

February 23, 2012

  

20th Amendment Bill Sails Approved By Senate 

The Upper House passed the 20th Constitutional Amendment Bill by more than a two-thirds majority. It 
was passed with 74 votes in its favor, while only two votes –

 

by the Jamaat-e-Islami –

 

were cast against it.

  

As soon as Leader of the House Nayyar Hussain Bukhari presented the 20th Constitutional Amendment 
Bill, JI senators –

 

Professor Khurshid and Professor Ibrahim –

 

opposed it. The 20th Amendment Bill 
ensures formation of a caretaker set-up with consensus, as well as strengthens the Election Commission 
by enhancing the tenure of its members from three to five years. It validates the election of 28 lawmakers 
through by-elections during the past two years whose membership had been suspended by the Supreme 
Court as the polls on vacant seats were held in the absence of a complete Election Commission.

 

The amendment provided for reducing the number of committees at the level of provinces for appointing 
caretaker chief ministers and their cabinets for fresh elections on completion of the tenure of any sitting 
government. The bill also provides meaningful consultation between the leader of the House and the 
opposition for setting up a caretaker government. In case of a disagreement, an eight-member bipartisan 
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parliamentary committee would decide the matter, failing which the Election Commission would take the 
final decision.

 
The original bill presented by the government only sought to validate by-elections on 28 

seats of both houses of parliament and provincial assemblies, challenged before the SC for having been 
held without a complete ECP as provided in the 18th Amendment.

 
However, the new 11-clause bill, which 

replaced the first two-clause draft, also specifies tenures of the Election Commission members and 
incorporates a procedure for achieving a consensus between a prime minister –

 
or a chief minister in the 

case of a province –

 
and the opposition leader for naming an interim prime minister or chief minister and, 

in the event of a difference between the two, for reference of the issue to a bipartisan parliamentary 
committee, upon whose failure to reach unanimity, the matter would be sent to the Election Commission 
for a final decision.

 

The House also adopted that now respective party leaders would be entitled to 
nominate their members against the seats reserved for minorities and women even after the list earlier 
submitted is exhausted. 

 

Daily Times -

 

February 21, 2012

  

Senate Passes Domestic Violence Bill 

The landmark ‘Domestic

 

Violence (Prevention and Protection) Act 2012 passes unanimously by the 
Senate is a great leap forward for the cause of women and children-the two most vulnerable sections of 
the society. Women Empowerment Goodwill Ambassador Syeda Fiza Batool Gilani expressed these views 
when the bill, which had already been passed by the National Assembly in August 2009, was also passed 
by the Senate.

 

Given the fact that the issue of domestic violence has long remained a source of public 
concern, the ambassador termed the passage of the bill as the need of the hour in order to provide relief 
to the victims of domestic violence by highlighting the subject and drawing attention to it.

 

The Domestic 
Violence Bill makes violence against women and children an offence, punishable by time in jail and 
imposition of fines. The bill also been stipulates that the cases regarding domestic violence be dealt with 
expeditiously. Time lines in this connection have also been given.

 

Gilani emphasized that it has always 
been the policy of the Pakistan People’s Party to promote the cause of women in all spheres of national 
activity. She said the present democratic government’s policy decisions and pro-women legislation 
passed by the parliament were testament to the party’s resolve. Coming on the heels of ‘Protection 
Against Harassment of Women at Workplace Act 2010, Prevention of Anti-Women Practices Bill, 2008’ 
and Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention Act, 2011’, this bill, once incorporated into the law after 
presidential assent, will herald

 

a significant change in the condition of women and children across the 
country.

 

Gilani said the democratically-elected government had fulfilled its promises for the emancipation 
and empowerment of Pakistani women through the passage of this bill. She also

 

hailed the passage of the 
bill as the fruit of years of effort of the Parliamentary Women Caucus and civil society organizations.

 

Pakistan Today -

 

February 22, 2012

  

Legislative Work in Punjab  

The cabinet meeting presided over by Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif. The cabinet approved a draft law 
aimed at;

  

Giving ownerships rights to the dwellers of katchi abadis occupying land up to five marlas but 
deferred the all-important bill relating to the regulation of the working of private educational 
institutions through a commission.

   

Approved the Punjab Service Tribunal Act 1974,

   

Punjab Sugar Factories Control Act 1950 

  

Punjab Government Servants Housing Foundation Act, 2004.

  

According to the approved Punjab Katchi Abadis Act 1992, ownership rights will be given to those poor 
settlers occupying state land up to five marlas.

 

A province level committee for giving the ownership rights 
1, and said such bodies should also be set up at divisional level to implement the programme till Dec 31, 
2011. The cabinet discussed in detail a draft law relating to the establishment of an education commission 
that would regulate working of the private institutions charging a monthly fee of over Rs. 1,500. The 
meeting proposed that the commission should focus on three main issues relating to the private 
educational institutions –

 

fee structure, exploitation of teachers and allocation of special quota for the 
shining poor children, charging reduced fee from them. Establishment of the commission was considered 
urgent because of the estimates that the private educational institutions would outnumber those in public 
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sector in the near future. It was felt the commission should comprise members of civil society, retired 
judges and educationists to effectively exercise control over the affairs of private institutions. The cabinet 
also decided to involve stakeholders in the establishment of the commission. It referred the proposed law 
to a provincial assembly sub-committee on education for fine tuning. Earlier, the chief minister gave 
approval in principle to the provision of land on lease for the establishment of Akhuwat University under 
Akhuwat organization and formed a sub-committee of the cabinet for submitting its recommendations 
within seven days to deal with the matters, including the procedure for the provision of land. He said 
Danish Technical University (DTU) would be established with the collaboration of METU of Turkey and its 
first campus would be set up at Arfa Karim Software Technology Park within a month where classes 
would soon be started. He said DTU would be run by a trust in which philanthropists would also be 
inducted. An endowment fund would also be set up for the varsity.

 

Dawn –

 

February 23, 2012

  

Promoting Transparency: Senate Passes Bill To Keep Check and Control for NGOs 

A new regulatory policy to ensure a strict check on all national and international non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) operating within the country is being drafted by the Economic Affairs Division

 

(EAD). Under the new policy, it will be mandatory for every NGO to provide the government with details 
of their ongoing as well as completed activities, accounts and budgets, funding sources and audit reports. 
All international NGOs will provide their details to the EAD, whereas the national NGOs will be 
answerable to their District Coordination Officers concerned. The steps are being taken to ensure 
transparency in the operations of NGOs, adding that all stakeholders, including the ministries of finance, 
law and foreign affairs, have been taken on board to make the policy comprehensive. It is a fact that some 
of the NGOs do not work as per their mandate and funds are misused or embezzled. It is after receiving 
numerous reports of corruption, misuse of funds and deviations from set operating procedures in NGOs 
that the new regulatory policy is being prepared. The legislation also sought that funds for administrative 
purposes be capped at 20 percent, and that at least

 

80 percent of funds be utilized for development 
purposes. Senator Tariq Azeem, who tabled the private member bill titled Regulation of Foreign 
Contributions Act 2012, was of the view that NGOs were operating in the country without proper checks 
and accountability, with many utilizing foreign aid for their own personal agendas, and sometimes even 
against the interests of public welfare. The bill seeks to allow only the Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) to allow and regulate such NGOs, and stipulates that it be made 
mandatory for them to present their audited accounts to SECP. Some 12 institutions in the country 
currently possess the power to register NGOs, but nobody in the country knows where the funding is 
coming from, and how aid money

 

is being spent. According to the committee debate, these NGOs were not 
maintaining their accounts properly, and were not answerable to any government institution. Many 
countries in the world have started legislating to properly regulate the non-governmental organizations 
operating inside their borders; only recently Egypt arrested representative from 27 NGOs, and India 
banned the working of 3 such unregulated organizations. The senator added that even USAID did not 
know where and how its money was being spent, and was forced to publish advertisements in 
newspapers for receiving complaints against the improper utilization of funds. Senator Ishaq Dar, while 
supporting the proposed bill, said that all 12 institutions have been asked to furnish their comments on 
the proposed bill. He also said that, at present, federal as well as provincial authorities are dealing with 
NGO registration, and proposed that there should be only one registering authority in the country at the 
federal level. Senator Haroon Khan said that it was the right time to legislate and properly regulate such 
NGOs for the sake of national interest. Senator Ilyas Bilour, Professor Khurshid Ahmed and Islam-ud-Din 
Sheikh also supported the bill.

 

The Express Tribune, February 28, 2012

   

Federal & Provincial Governments 

 

Muavins Appointed To 20 Departments

 

The Punjab government has issued notifications appointing muavins (facilitators) to head Public 
Facilitation Centers (PFC) set up in 20 departments.

 

According to the notification issued the muavins will 
record public complaints against their respective departments and address them. The notifications do not 
elaborate on what the qualifications and the powers of a muavin are. The chief minister is the appointing 
authority. According to the notification, muavins will not receive any remuneration for their services. 
They will receive only the necessary logistical support an office, a small staff, pick and drop services and a 
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liaison officer –

 
who has to be a gazette officer. Only the muavins, the department secretaries and 

principal secretaries to the chief minister and governor received copies. The appointment of muavins 
follows a series of task forces, coordinators, political assistants, political advisers, complaint cells and 
open courts. Apparently none of the initiatives for grievance handling has proved satisfactory. A secretary 
of one of the departments to which a muavin has been appointed said that there was no need for them. A 
complaint cell already exists. Such appointments are only a waste of public money.

 
The Express Tribune -

 
February 13, 2012

   

Demand for New Province 

 

MQM Active to Woo Political Forces for New Province 

Though the matter of formation of new provinces has ostensibly been put on the backburner due to 
certain reservations of opposition parties as well as coalition partners of the incumbent government, yet 
MQM is still lobbying with allied parties to get passed an amended constitutional bill about carving out 
new provinces before next fiscal budget.

 

MQM is vying for consensus on new provinces matter at least 
among the coalition partners, as it is continuously engaged with PPP and PML (Q).

 

The amended 
constitutional bill for the formation of new provinces including Hazara and Seraiki provinces was recently 
tabled by MQM in the National Assembly, but consensus could not be evolved due to certain reservations 
of Awami National Party (ANP) and main opposition party PML (N) and others. Albeit the matter of new 
provinces is currently not being discussed with that intensity at any platform, yet MQM is making all out 
efforts to get full support of other political forces in this regard.

 

The MQM's bill for the formation of new 
provinces has been deferred in the 38th national assembly session due to objection and intervention of 
Pakistan Muslim League (N) and Awami National Party (ANP) on it. PML (N) had even come up with 
demand of a high-powered commission on creation of new province, while ANP had criticized MQM for 
raising this issue when it had no seats in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK).

 

The issue of provinces was to be 
discussed in the 39th session as Prime Minister (PM) Yusuf Raza Gilani on the floor of the house had 
assured in the last session (38th session) to discuss matter of new provinces in

 

the next session. The new 
province subject was lightly touched in the last session of NA as PML (Q) legislator introduced it but 
shortly it was deferred due to objection of some PPP MNAs.

 

It is relevant to mention here that MQM has 
full support Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) for the formation of Hazara province but the difference with 
ANP on this matter is still not resolved. The

 

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) bill said Hazara province 
should be formed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while a referendum should be held in Punjab for constitution 
of new provinces. It further noted only the Parliament should approve new provinces.

 

The Nation -

 

February 18, 2012
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ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE 

   
Facts & Figures

  
IMF Warned Pakistan over Slow Growth, High Deficit

 
The International Monetary Fund warned Pakistan over its widening fiscal deficit and slow growth, 
saying that the economy remains deeply at risk to both internal and external shocks. The IMF said 
Pakistan’s economy would speed up to a 3.4 per cent growth pace in fiscal 2011-2012, which runs to June 
30, compared to 2.4 per cent last year. But that was less than half the pace needed to absorb two million 
new workers in the market every year, while unemployment and underemployment remain higher than 
the official 6.6 per cent rate. Lose money policies by the State Bank of Pakistan, meant to help the 
economy grow, and continues to feed double-digit inflation. The economy is highly vulnerable with few 
buffers to absorb shocks. Political resistance has prevented a needed effort by the government to increase 
revenues to cover its budget shortfall, with the result that the deficit will expand to about 7.0 per cent of 
gross domestic product this year from 6.6 per cent last year. The country’s foreign balance is weakening, 
with exports expected to fall in US dollar value by 1.8 per cent percent, partly due to falling cotton prices.

 

Meanwhile the central bank’s intervention to support the rupee had led to a $2 billion fall in reserves in 
the past six months. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) said that the rupee is overvalued against the 
dollar by as much as 10 percent. In its country report, the Fund said the assessment of real effective 
exchange rate and external competitiveness shows that there are different scenarios estimating 
overvaluation of the rupee in the range of 10 percent. The rupee hit a record low of 90.78 to a dollar. The 
local currency, which has lost over 45 percent since the present regime came to power in 2008, has come 
under renewed pressure in recent weeks due to emerging vulnerabilities on the front of country’s 
external account balance. Moreover, Pakistan’s real effective exchange rate (REER) has been relatively 
stable since the end of the 1990s, despite significant variations in the current account balance. According 
to the report, the key to Pakistan’s external competitiveness is improving security conditions, the 
reliability of energy supply, and its business environment and governance. Out of 142 countries included 
in the World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Report 2011-12, Pakistan ranked 118, with 
weaknesses identified in:

 

1.

 

Macroeconomic environment. 

 

2.

 

Labor market efficiency.

 

3.

 

Higher education and training. 

 

4.

 

Infrastructure.

 

Allowing more flexibility in the exchange rate is necessary to protect the external position the authorities 
have recently allowed more exchange rate flexibility, and as a result Pakistan’s de facto exchange rate 
arrangement has recently been reclassified by the Fund as floating.

 

However, the IMF report noted that 
recent reserve losses had been sizeable and that the exchange rate had not been allowed to move much, 
considering strong market pressures. The report argued that the State Bank of Pakistan should allow 
more flexibility during phases of depreciation pressures, while building reserves during phases of 
appreciation pressures.

 

The News -

 

February 09, 2012

  

Official Jobless Figures Do Not Reflect Reality 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said that unemployment in Pakistan is much higher than the 
official claim of 6 per cent as the experts urge the government to convert the increasing young people into 
dividend for the country by creating right job opportunities. Unemployment has become a big problem 
for the country and the official figures do not reflect reality. It certainly is higher than 6 per cent official 
rate. This figure does not capture the partially employed and household workers who are not paid. 
According to the Labor Force Survey, 27.7 per cent of the total labor force consists of contributing family 
workers –

 

people who work without pay in cash or in kind. If this figure is added into the official 
unemployment figure, the rate would skyrocket to 33.7 per cent. There are about a couple of million 
people who enter the labor force every year and to accommodate them seven per cent per annum growth 
is required. The 3 to 4 per cent per annum growth rate is making it difficult to create jobs. Meanwhile, the 
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National University of Sciences & Technology (NUST) and United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) Islamabad office held a conference on human development to sensitize the government and 
policy makers about the importance of human development in reducing unemployment and poverty. 
Converting demographic transition into a dividend was fast becoming a challenge due to low spending on 
education, health and vocational training. The participants of the conference asked the government to 
improve the education standards as the educational institutions are not imparting the right kind of 
education. They said this has been contributing in increasing the unemployment ratio.

 
  The Express Tribune -

 
February 08, 2012

  

Dimensions of Development: Analysis Dr. Akmal Hussain 

Conventional economics in the postwar period equated development with the growth of per capita 
incomes. This narrow conception of development was understandable since the main concern of Third 
World countries emerging from a colonial past was to achieve rapid growth in national income as a means 
of pulling out of poverty. So for half a century of economic growth in the developing countries economists 
forgot that an increase in national income was a necessary but not a sufficient condition for development. 
This was not simply because of the fact that high levels of economic and social inequality could shape a 
growth process whereby increasing national income could be quite consistent with the persistence of 
mass poverty. The essential question that was ignored was: Is there more to development than an 
increase in the volume of goods and services? Let us explore some new dimensions that could inform our 
conception of ‘development’ and hence of development policy. Aristotle in his

 

Nicomachean Ethics, in 
trying to understand value, proposed that goods cannot be have value, since they are merely useful. What 
is of value, he argued, is human functioning. After almost 2,400 years an economist, Amartya Sen, took up 
this issue and argued that human functioning required a whole range of services apart from goods such as 
food, which are necessary for physical survival. These included health and education amongst others. Out 
of this, Dr Mahbubul Haq made his important contribution of devising the Human Development Index 
(HDI) based on income, education and health. This was to have a major impact on policy thinking since it 
provided a simple measure of development for individual countries and for international comparisons. 
Recently, another measurable factor has been introduced by the UNDP to adjust the HDI for economic 
inequality. Yet this still does not adequately address the issue that Aristotle raised and which in my view 
is crucial to a deeper understanding of development. What other aspects of the socio economic 
environment are necessary for human functioning? Professor Amartya Sen has again further broadened 
our understanding by suggesting in his recent work that income and commodities give us the ability to 
live as we like …, to have a good life that we may all value. So in this sense development can be seen as a 
kind of freedom. We have come far, but the time has come to go further in pursuing Aristotle’s question. 
May I propose that what is essential to the human being is creativity? This could mean creating a work of 
art, poetry, a new product or service or a new way of understanding or of doing things. In this sense it can 
be argued, human creativity, and hence human functioning requires the institutional conditions of (a) 
freedom and (b) sociality.

 

Freedom is necessary for creativity because creativity requires intellectual 
space to make a leap of the imagination. As Asadullah Ghalib the great poet asked: If the first footstep of 
my creative imagination covers the universe, where will the second step take me? Allama Iqbal in the 
same vein suggests: Take the development of the Self to such heights, that God may ask the human 
individual, what be your inclination? Thus the institutional conditions of freedom, of human rights, of 
gender equality, of human security, and the economic conditions that enable a life of self-respect, are all 
essential to the process of development. Human creativity, while it involves individual reflection, crucially 
involves social interaction. The other who is different, is a vital fertilizing force in the growth of the Self. 
Hence, Shah Hussain the Sufi poet says: In meeting you, I am replenished. Peace, as a state of inner 
harmony is vital to the creative impulse, and love leads us to this state. So Rabia Basra, the great woman 
Sufi saint, says: How will you ever find peace unless you yield to love. Human interaction socially and with 
the transcendent is essential to the flowering of human creativity. Thus love, as much as discussion and 
debate are vital to human functioning. The institutional structure of democracy and development must 
ensure the spaces where this becomes possible.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 20, 2012

  

Circular Debt: Loan Swap Deal Finalized, Government’s Step to

 

Resolved Issue 

A mammoth Rs150 billion loan swap deal has been finalized by the federal government for the energy 
sector, which is expected to dramatically ease the pressure on the balances sheets of companies along the 
energy chain and improve power production as a result.

 

Testifying before the National Assembly Water 
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and Power Committee, Imtaz Qazi, the water and power secretary, confirmed that the government had 
struck a deal with commercial banks to exchange about Rs151 billion of the energy sector’s liabilities –

 
which are effectively unfunded at the moment –

 
for bank loans. The loans will carry a 13% interest rate. 

The annual fiscal impact of this loan is about Rs18.8 billion, which the power companies will pass on to 
consumers. The

 
injection of hard cash into the energy sector companies will allow them to pay off their 

liabilities to each other and reduce the stock of circular debt which the government estimates is currently 
over Rs300 billion. Power companies will then be able to buy more fuel and run their power plants at 
closer to full capacity, reducing the durations of the nationwide outages. The power companies are now 
expected to go back to being within their credit limits, said the water and power secretary. The

 
loan is 

part of the Rs160 billion in government-brokered bank loans that had been approved by the economic 
coordination committee of the cabinet on January 20, 2011.

 

The government had been unable to complete the deal, however, largely owing to pricing issues over the 
loan. This

 

deal had been delayed –

 

causing severe power outages throughout the country due to power 
plants effectively shutting down –

 

simply because the banks were demanding a 20% interest rate on the 
loans in case the power companies fail to make payments, said one official familiar with the matter, but 
who declined to be named. It

 

appears that the banks got their way. The final deal does indeed include a 
clause that calls for the interest rate to go up to 20% in case the power companies default on their loan 
payments. During

 

his briefing to the parliamentary committee, Qazi stated that the national electricity 
shortfall was estimated at about 4,000 megawatts on Sunday when six power plants went offline due to 
oil companies refusing to supply them with fuel without being paid for their previous fuel consumption. 
Those plants generate about 1,400 megawatts of electricity. Qazi added that electricity consumption in 
Pakistan is rising at approximately 8% per year, forcing the government to scramble to increase the 
power generation capacity installed and connected to the national grid. In

 

the meantime, the government 
appears to working on encouraging alternative sources of fuel. Officials testified that there were currently 
investor looking to set up projects that would generate 550 megawatts of wind power and that about 450 
megawatts of that would be added to the national grid by March 2013. Investors have expressed interest 
in setting up at least another 1,500 megawatts of wind power generational capacity.

 

The federal cabinet expressed its serious concern over the latest increase in the prices of petroleum 
products and directed the finance ministry to formulate a strategy in coordination with the provincial 
governments to minimize its effects on the common man. It, however, stopped short of taking any step to 
review these prices. The cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani decided to issue 
term finance certificates worth Rs. 160 billion to resolve the circular debt issue. The issue of recent hike 
in the prices of the petroleum products and CNG was raised by minister for port and shipping Babar 
Ghuari and minister of state human resource development Sheikh Waqas Akram. They asked the cabinet 
to review the decision but the prime minister only directed the finance ministry to minimize its impact on 
the people. The information minister Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan justified the hike saying this was the result 
of steep rise in the prices of oil in the international market. She however said that the government in 
consultation with the stakeholders including the provincial governments would chalk out a strategy to 
offset its impact on the prices of daily use items. She said the National Assembly has approved Rs120 
billion as petroleum levy for the current fiscal year but in the first six months the government has 
collected only Rs20 billion instead of Rs60 billion. The government initially did not transfer the impact of 
rise in the petroleum prices to the people but had to do so now to avoid further revenue deficit.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 21, 2012

  

Fiscal Deficit 3.1% of GDP; Double Digit Inflation

 

The finance secretary said that the fiscal deficit stood at 3.1% of the Gross Domestic Growth (GDP) during 
July 2011 to January 2012, according to a statement released by the finance ministry.

 

The figure excludes 
1.9% of electricity arrears, which takes the actual budget deficit to 5 per cent or Rs1, 047 billion. Hence, 
the government’s expenses exceeded its income by Rs1, 047 billion from July to January, which is 5% of 
the total national output.

  

The deficit is even 0.3 per cent higher than the revised annual target of 4.7 per 
cent the government had set after the last summer floods. The Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance and 
Revenue Hafeez Shaikh in a meeting held on Tuesday reviewed the overall economic and fiscal situation. 
The adviser was informed that CPI inflation stood at 10.7% during the first seven months of current 
financial year against the preceding year’s 14.3%.Revenue collection registered a growth of 27% Rs. 975 
billion during the period under review against 770 billion collected in the same period last year. Exports 
increased by 7.2%, foreign remittances registered a growth of 21% while foreign exchange reserves rose 
to $16.8 billion. The meeting was attended by Planning Commission Deputy Chairman, FBR Chairman, 
Secretary Finance, Secretary Economic Affairs Division and officials of the finance ministry.
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The Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation standing at 10.1 per cent compared to the single-digit 9.75 per 
cent. On Month basis after subdued numbers, the inflation once again jumped above one per cent to stand 
at 1.5 per cent. During the 7th month of current fiscal year (7MFY12), average inflation clocked at 10.8 
per cent against 14.3 per cent in the corresponding period. Awaiting

 
the complete break-up of the 

numbers, our initial assessment suggests that the uptick in the number is on account of increase in the 
food and energy items higher oil prices and gas prices related heads.

 
With base effect fading away, the 

inflation was estimated to remain in the double digits for the rest of the year especially after first the 
government’s decision to pass on the impact of higher oil prices to final consumer and its indirect effect 
on other heads second hike of the gas tariff CNG and third the effects of rupee’s depreciation on 
commodity prices, the analyst said. Despite high monthly inflation numbers, we estimate average FY12 
inflation would fall below the government and central bank initial assessment of a 12 per cent.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 22, 2012

  

Out of Pocket: Fiscal Deficit Widens To Rs935b in First Half

 

The federal government’s expenses exceeded its income by Rs935 billion during first half of the fiscal 
year, which is 95 per cent of the total estimated annual gap, suggesting the authorities are going to miss 
the target by a wide margin. The

 

unusual widening of the deficit in the first half is mainly because of 
massive electricity subsidies rising cost of debt servicing and delay in disbursements of coalition support 
fund by the US. From

 

July through December 2011, the net federal income excluding transfers to 
provinces was Rs615 billion against expenses of Rs1.55 trillion resulting in a shortfall of Rs935 billion 
said the Finance Ministry. The

 

amount also includes Rs390billion on account of electricity and commodity 
financing arrears that the ministry used to calculate separately until the IMF objected to this method. The

 

gap is already 95 per cent of the annual revised budget deficit target of Rs985 billion and almost 110 per 
cent of the original budget deficit target of Rs851 billion. Of

 

the Rs935 billion, the government filled 3.6 
per cent or just Rs34 billion through external sources while the bulk of the deficit has been financed 
domestically.

 

Major Expenses

 

The government has spent an amount of Rs453 billion on subsidies, which is 29.3 per cent of the total 
deficit so far. In addition to that Rs244 billion was spent on defense services and Rs397 billion utilized for 
debt servicing. The spending on these three major heads accounts for 70 per cent of the deficit. The

 

clearance of outstanding payments of electricity and commodity financing caused massive increase in 
subsidies. Had this not been the case, the net electric subsidy would have been Rs63 billion, said Rana 
Assad Amin Secretary Ministry of Finance. On

 

the federal development programme the government spent 
an amount of Rs126 billion from July through December, which is 42 per cent of the annual allocation.

 

Revenues

 

During the first half of the fiscal year the federal government raised Rs845 billion in tax revenues or 43 
per cent of the annual target. In first half it collected Rs 235 billion on account of non-tax revenues, which 
is slightly over a third of the annual target, said the Finance Ministry. The

 

gross revenue receipts in the 
first half totalled Rs1.08 trillion. Out of this the federal government transferred Rs466 billion to the 
provinces as their share in federal taxes. Analysts and international lending agencies have started 
questioning the rationale of 7th National Finance Commission Order that gave 10 per cent additional 
resources to the federating units without handing over responsibilities. In

 

the 7th

 

Order the federal and 
provincial governments agreed to increase provinces’ share in federal income from 47 per cent to 57.5 
per cent for next five years.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 17, 2012

  

Finance Ministry Briefing: No New Tax in Next Year’s Budget

 

The government announced that it will not levy any new tax in the next year’s budget in order to provide 
relief to the public —

 

a move primarily hinting at the ruling party’s efforts to appease voters before the 
next general elections.

 

The decision was taken at a meeting of the finance ministry with the prime 
minister to discuss the broader parameters of next year’s budget and review performance of the current 
year. A

 

source in the ministry of finance revealed that the government decided that if the need arose, it 
may increase tax rate itself, but no new taxes will be introduced. The process of simplification of taxes 
would also continue in next year’s budget. The government has also decided to hold a few more meetings 
to finalize broader parameters of the next budget. The

 

official privy to the development said that the main 
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purpose of the budget will be to provide relief to the masses. For

 
the current fiscal year, the government 

has allocated Rs300 billion for public sector development programme. According to a handout of the 
Prime Minister House, the government would utilize 100 per cent budget. It said during first seven 
months, Rs221 billion have already been released. The

 
Prime Minister directed that budget should reflect 

a focus on economic stability, prudent fiscal policy, generation of economic opportunities for the youth 
and protection of the vulnerable groups through further control of inflation and social safety net 
programme, said the PM House. The

 
meeting focused on four basic areas: overall state of the economy, 

expenditure management, revenue expansion and the public sector development programme. The

 
premier was briefed that the projected growth rate of 3.6 per cent is likely to be achieved and inflation 
will be lower than the budgetary projection of 12 per cent. While

 

the economic team claimed that it 
implemented prudent economic policy during first seven months of the fiscal year, the reality seems 
contrary to that. From July through January, the budget deficit remained at Rs1, 047 billion or 5% of total 
size of national economy —

 

Rs 62 billion (0.3%) higher than the annual revised projection of 4.7%.The 
premier was informed that from July through January exports registered an increase of 7% as compared 
to the corresponding period of the previous financial year. The ministry has also provided the prime 
minister with receipts-based data. While on the basis of the actual shipment during this period, exports 
marginally grew by 0.25%.The prime minister was briefed that remittances by the overseas Pakistanis 
remained at $7.4 billion in the first seven months registering a 21% increase. The

 

Federal Board of 
Revenue assured the premier that it would be able to achieve Rs1, 952 billion in annual collection

 

targets. 
Authorities have so far collected Rs975 billion with an increase of 26% as compared to the corresponding 
period of last fiscal year.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 23,

 

2012

  

0.7m Non-Taxpayer Elites Identified For Bringing Into Tax Net 

Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance, Dr Hafeez Shaikh said that some 0.7 million non-taxpayer elites 
have been identified in the country and the government had started work to bring them into tax net.

 

Talking to journalists after attending scrutiny process of his nomination papers for the Senate elections at 
the provincial office of the Election Commission of Pakistan he said that some 0.4 million such people had 
been issued notices in that connection. He said that export remittances increased during last one and half 
years. The government has also brought fertilizer and textile sectors into tax net. The finance minister 
said that no borrowing had been made from the International Monetary Fund since May last year which 
was the first step towards self-dependency. According to him the country wants to develop its economic 
ties with the international community on basis of trade but not aid. He said that export size increased by 
28 percent last year that it had reached to $25 billion. The increase was highest in the history of the 
country. The export has increased during the last seven months of the current year. About remittances, 
Shaikh said that those were around 11 billion dollars during last year, which had reached 12 billion 
dollars this year. Responding to a question; he said that the federal government could not impose taxes on 
agriculture, as it was a provincial subject. He said that there was need to introduce tax reforms in 
agriculture sector, while the tax should be recovered from big landlords. Regarding continued hike in 
prices of essential commodities, he said that whole world is passing through economic crisis and the 
Pakistan is also the part the world. The finance minister said that the government would not want it but 
was compelled due to ground realities. 

 

Daily Times -

 

February 17, 2012

  

Remittances Up By 21.5pc to $7.44b

 

Overseas Pakistani workers remitted $7.436 billion in the first seven months of the current fiscal year 
2011-12 (FY12), showing an impressive growth of 21.54 percent over same period of last year. According 
to SBP, home remittances were valued at $6.118 billion during July 2010 -

 

January 2011. Remittances 
received from all countries of the world showed growth during the first seven months of the current fiscal 
year. The inflow of remittances during July-January 2012 from Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA, UK, GCC countries 
(including Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Oman) and EU countries amounted to $2,008.47 million, $1,644.34 
million, $1,328.31 million, $853.47 million, $845.41 million, and $215.64 million respectively as 
compared with the inflow of $1,353.40 million, $1,437.05 million, $1,145.71 million, $669.70 million, 
$721.47 million and $195.66 million respectively in July-January 2011.Remittances received from 
Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Canada, Japan and other countries during the first seven months of the 
current fiscal year (July-January 2012) amounted to $540.34 million as against $594.98 million received 
in the first seven months of the last fiscal year (July-

 

January 2011). The monthly average remittances for 
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July-January 2012 period comes out to $ 1,062.28 million as compared to $ 874.00 million during the 
same corresponding period of the last fiscal year, registering an increase of 21.54 percent. An amount of 
$1,110.64 million was sent home by overseas Pakistanis, up 34.37 percent, when compared with $826.57 
million received in the same month of January, 2011.In January, 2012, the inflow of remittances from 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA, UK, GCC countries (including Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Oman) and EU countries 
amounted to $346.58 million, $231.42 million, $178.07 million, $127.12 million, $124.22 million and 
$26.50 million respectively as compared with the inflow of $209.58 million, $181.40 million, $148.03 
million, $92.53 million, $95.18 million and $23.56 million respectively in January 2011.Remittances 
received from Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Canada, Japan and other countries during January 2012 
amounted to $76.73 million as against $76.29 million received in the same month (January 2011) of the 
last fiscal year.

 

The Nation -

 

February 11, 2012

  

Monitoring Closely: Centre Asks Provinces to Keep Expenses in Check

 

The federal government has asked provinces to restrain their soaring expenses, a trend –

 

if it continues –

 

that will result in the federating units missing the overall savings target of Rs. 125 billion for the current 
financial year. Finance Secretary Abdul Wajid Rana confirmed that the provinces have remained behind 
the budget surplus target set for the first half (July-December) of the current fiscal year 2012. For the 
current fiscal year, the federal government set the national budget deficit target at 4% of Gross National 
Product which has now been revised to 4.7%, keeping in view that the provinces would save Rs. 125 
billion or 0.6 per cent of GDP from their budgets. The provincial finance secretaries also agreed that they 
would beef up their efforts in generating provincial revenues, as the provincial receipts can hardly make 5 
to 10 per cent of their budgets. Provinces have agreed to raise revenue from agriculture income tax, 
motor vehicle tax, property tax and sales tax on services. To harmonize the agriculture income tax, the 
Council of Common Interests –

 

the highest inter-provincial coordination constitutional body –

 

has set up a 
committee of all provincial and federal finance ministers and agriculture ministers. Further it was 
decided to fast-track the process of clearing outstanding dues of Pakistan Electric Power Company by the 
provincial governments. Sindh and Balochistan turned out to be the biggest defaulters on electricity 
payments. The federal government also sought working papers from the provinces in order to finalize a 
framework for allowing provinces to directly borrow from domestic and international markets. WAPDA is 
required to pay Rs. 6 billion annually in Rs. 500 million monthly installments. K-P complained that 
WAPDA was not paying an outstanding amount of Rs. 3 billion and has so far paid only Rs. 500 million in 
seven months. WAPDA has taken a stance that the Pepco was not clearing the dues thus it was unable to 
pay the outstanding amount of Rs. 3 billion. The provincial government representative also raised the 
issue of delay in payment of Rs. 800 million on account of electricity sold to National Transmission and 
Dispatch Company.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 22, 2012
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ELECTION WATCH 

   
ECP & Election Related Updates

  
Case Registered Against Waheeda Shah 

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) withheld official results of the Tando Muhammad Khan 
provincial seat by-poll (PS 53), taking serious note of  assault on polling staff by candidate Waheeda Shah 
Bukhari. Bukhari was declared the winner in the initial vote-count –

 

but the situation went far from a 
celebratory one for the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) candidate. In addition to withholding the poll result, 
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Justice (retd) Hamid Ali Mirza ordered that an FIR be registered 
against Bukhari, who was caught on camera slapping two women at polling station No. 16 at the 
Government Girls High School. Therefore, the Commission not only condemns this unruly behaviour of a 
personnel aspiring to represent the people in the Parliament, he added. On receipt of report from the 
Provincial Election Commissioner Sindh, the Commission directed the Returning Officer for PS-53 Ali 
Asghar Sial to take immediate cognizance of the matter under Section 86A of the Representation of People 
Act, 1976 and all other enabling provisions, for alleged violation of the provision of Section 86 ibid, hold 
an inquiry (summary trial), hear the necessary parties and pass the orders. The CEC also directed the 
Provincial Election Commissioner Sindh to take necessary action. The ECP also stated that an FIR, No. 
33/ 2012, had been registered against the accused at the local police station under section 86 (3) (b) of 
the Representation of Peoples Act, 1976. She has been charged with ‘disorderly conduct at polling 
station’, an offence punishable with three months imprisonment, Rs. 1,000 fine or both.

 

It also warned that no one would be allowed to threaten or use force against the polling staff whose 
services were hired by the commission. It also expressed concern and

 

disappointment over the failure of 
police personnel present to take action. Ali Asghar Siyal, the Returning Officer of the by-elections in the 
constituency, lodged the FIR. The two women did not want to give a statement; even Siyal could not 
obtain their statements. Chief Election Commissioner Justice (r) Hamid Ali Mirza directed to take action 
against Sindh Assembly candidate Waheeda Shah for slapping a polling official as well as the police 
personnel for negligence of duty. He took serious notice of the incident of slapping a polling staff by 
Pakistan People’s Party’s candidate Syeda Waheeda Shah at Polling Station No 16 at Government Girls 
High School, Tando Muhammad Khan and directed the Provincial Election Commissioner, Sindh to take 
necessary action under the law. He also directed to lodge an FIR against Syeda Waheeda Shah that was 
implemented by registering FIR No 33/ 2012 under Section 86 (3)(b) of the Representation of People Act, 
1976 at Police Station, Tando Muhammad Khan. The CEC made it clear that no one would be allowed to 
threaten or use force against the polling staff whose services are hired by the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) in connection with election duties. The Commission would take all possible steps to 
provide protection to the polling staff and take an exemplary action under the law against any one who 
indulges in any illegal activities to disrupt peaceful atmosphere at the polling stations. The Election 
Commission withheld the official result of the said constituency till the completion of the inquiry.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 28,

 

2012

  

Time Will Tell PPP Stands Martyred or Emerges Triumphant 

Early Elections, an Option: PM

 

Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani said early elections could not be ruled out and the issue could be 
discussed after the Senate elections in March and presentation of budget in May. Refusing to comment on 
contempt charges framed against him, the prime minister said, either I will be martyred or return as a 
victor. Those who embrace martyrdom are lucky, and as for now, I don’t know what will happen. Only the 
lawyer could have answered this; Gilani’s recurring statement when the reporters asked him about his 
stance on the contempt case. The prime minister said the completion of five-year mandate by parliament 
would bring about political stability in the country. Conspiracies were hatched against every democratic 
government in the past. Had governments in the past been allowed to complete their terms, the situation 
would have been far better. He said that MFN status to India had been granted by Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah at the time of inception of Pakistan. Granting a country an MFN status does not 
mean that the country is the most favorite nation. Looking at China, despite having disputes with India, 
the current trade between the two countries stands at Rs 100 billion. By MFN, we mean the cabinet gives 
permission to the Ministry of Commerce to hold talks with its Indian counterpart in order to strike a trade 
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balance.

 
The prime minister said that during his premiership, trade worth Rs 15 billion had been carried 

out with India. The prime minister said he had called for an All-parties Conference (APC) to discuss a US 
congressman’s bill for an independent Balochistan. The government would call an APC to devise a 
strategy after consultation with all political parties. Gilani said that people mistook the status of Most 
Favored Nation (MFN) as most favorite nation. Gilani said 80 percent implementation of the Charter of 
Democracy had been achieved.

 
Daily Times -

 
February 20, 2012

  

Rs. 360.61m Development Funds Convince

 

Just prior to the passage of the 20th Constitutional Amendment Bill from the Senate, the government 
released the lapsed funds of Rs360.61 million of 60 senators. The announcement of releasing the 
previously lapsed development funds of senators was made by chief whip of treasury benches in the 
Senate, Senator Islamuddin Sheikh Smack in the midst of the proceedings. Announcing the release of 
funds, however, Sheikh did not reveal the amounts involved, neither did he delve upon the ‘causes’ for 
this speedy execution where the decision to release funds and the issuance of relevant notification was 
breezed through in under five hours. Not that the gleeful senators cared, as the announcement was 
received by a loud thumping of desks by the overjoyed senators. The break-up of the released funds is as 
follows:

 

Chaudry Shujaat Hussain, Rs10.45m; Nayyar Bukhari, Rs10.53m; Pervez Rashi, Rs20.04m; 
Rehman Malik, Rs10.71m; Sardar Ali Khan, Rs0.72m; Sardar Ali Khan, Rs10.72m;Ahmed Ali, Rs10.62m; 
Maula Buksh Chandio, Rs10.12m; Sherala malik, Rs10.72m, Maulan Ghafoor Haideri, Rs10.277m; Sabir 
Baloch, Rs10m; Sardar Jamal Leghari, Rs10.4m; Nilofar Bakhtiar, Rs20m; Mushadullah Khan, Rs10.875m; 
Maulana Gul Naseeb, Rs10.2million; Adnan Khan, Rs10.65m; Prof Sajid Mir, Rs8.56m; Raja Zafrul Haq, 
Rs3.58m; Zafar Ali Shah, Rs8.77m; Haji Ghulam Ali, Rs4.6m; Tariq Azeem, Rs3.61m; Talha Mehmood, 
Rs1.120m; Fauzia Fakhar Zaman, Rs3.4m; Prof Ibrahim Khan, Rs1.24m; Salim Saifullah, Rs740,000; Zahid 
Khan, Rs4.75m; Haji Adeel, Rs220,000; Afrasiab Khattak, Rs970,000; Afia Zia, Rs4.6m; Abbas Khan Afridi, 
Rs7.2m; Dr. Saeeda Iqbal, Rs2.73m;

 

Ishaq Dar, Rs250,000; Jehangir Badar, Rs580,000; Salahuddin Dogar, 
Rs940,000; Najma Hameed, Rs6.56m; Muhammad Ali Durrani, Rs6.88m;Safdar Abbassi, Rs2.28m; 
Islamuddin Sheikh, Rs2.34m.

 

The News -

 

February 21, 2012

  

Overseas Voters 

The Election Commission of Pakistan has broadened the electorate to include the 3.7 million Pakistanis 
who are resident overseas. The diaspora will now be able to vote in the general elections, and it will be 
interesting to see what percentage of these expatriates will actually vote —

 

and who they will cast their 
votes for. All the main political parties have overseas arms to a greater or lesser degree, and they will 
doubtless be canvassing. Consideration is also being given by the ECP as to how the votes may be 
registered, to postal voting and to the setting up of polling booths in Pakistani embassies and consulates 
around the world. This widening of the electoral franchise could be of considerable significance, 
especially if the elections are close-fought, and overseas Pakistanis

 

may in some constituencies hold the 
balance. There are over a million people of Pakistani origin in the UK alone and at least half of them will 
be eligible to vote. The Diaspora makes a significant contribution to the economy via remittances, and the 
ECP is even considering the possibility of having reserved seats for overseas Pakistanis in all the elected 
assemblies. The conventional wisdom is that expatriate communities, Pakistani or otherwise, tend to be 
more conservative than their historical country of origin. Would this large and potentially powerful slice 
of the vote bank vote along traditional lines, loyal to the ‘old’ party they or their families have supported 
for decades, or might they be independent-minded and cast their vote in the direction of one of the radical 
or Islamist parties.

 

The News -

 

February 15, 2012

  

ECP to Train 65,000 Display Centre Officials

 

Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) would start training of 65,000 officials of its Display Centers. The 
ECP intends to establish 65000 display centers in 130 districts of the country for correcting mistakes in 
the Preliminary Electoral Rolls (PERs) as NADRA is likely to hand over the PERs. Training of officials of 
Display Centers would be completed soon.

 

From the first week of March, 65,000 display centers 
comprising one official from each established centre in 130 districts of the country would be established 
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in mosques, schools, post offices and other prominent places. The preliminary electoral rolls would be 
displayed in the prominent places of the 130 districts for 21 days. The centers have been mandated to 
enlist the names of voters whose names have been missed erroneously or otherwise in the voter lists.

 
The 

main objective of the display centers is to correct mistakes, register objections in the preliminary 
electoral rolls within 21 days. Revising authorities are being appointed to hear the objections of the 
people in PERs. The revising authorities are likely to decide the disputes within a fortnight. Candidates 
and political parties can obtain voter lists from the display centers by paying money.

 
The final electoral 

rolls would be published on May 25, as the ECP would have to follow rules. According to an official of ECP, 
about 75 percent data entry of

 
eligible voters has so far been completed by NADRA with the help of 6000 

operators.

 

The entry of 80.64 million voters has been completed. According to PERs, a total of 10.54 
million new voters have been added in the voter list. According to PERs, as many as 30.86 million women 
have so far been registered as voters. The votes of 50.10 million males have also been included in 
preliminary voter lists. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 10.20 million people have so far been registered as 
voters. Likewise in FATA, the names of 1.680 million people have been included in the PERs. In Punjab, 
40.95 million have been registered as voters. In Sindh, 10.93 million people have been registered in 
computerized voter lists. In Islamabad, 791,000 people having computerized national identity cards have 
been included in the PERs. In Balochistan, 3.3 million voters have so far been registered as eligible voters.

 

The Daily Times -

 

February 07, 2012

  

Election Preparations: Computerized Voters’ Lists near Completion

 

The National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) claimed that it has almost completed 
computerized voters’ lists in the country. Thousands of computer experts remained busy day and night in 
preparing the new computerized voters’ lists. Though the workers are on strike, the authority is 
committed to completing the task within a few days as directed by the Supreme Court, said NADRA 
Deputy Chairman Tariq Malik. He added that work on the computerization of voters’ lists had been 
completed in Balochistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) and Sindh 
with the exception of Karachi and Punjab and a few major cities. When the lists are completed, they will 
be handed over to the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) which would display them at its 50,000 
display centers for 21 days. Eligible voters will be able to verify the status of their votes in these new 
computerized voter lists and register any complaints during the process, said Malik. After rectifying the 
errors, the Authority would resubmit the voters’ lists by May 25 to the ECP. To facilitate the voters, 
NADRA in collaboration with the ECP, will launch a Short Messaging Service (SMS) from March 1 to help 
registered voters check the status of their votes and particulars, he said. Registered voters can send their 
Computerized National Identity Cards (CNIC) number via SMS to 8300 at anytime from anywhere in the 
country. After sending the SMS, the voter will subsequently receive a message in Urdu containing their 
name, village, city, tehsil or district,

 

location (electoral area) and the serial number of vote registered in 
the preliminary electoral rolls. The house number of voters will be kept confidential to ensure privacy 
and avoid misuse of the service.  After the introduction of the new service, it will be the responsibility of 
every eligible voter to make sure that their vote has been registered and to report any discrepancy to the 
ECP.

 

The Express Tribune -

 

February 24, 2012

  

ECP to Display List of 85m Voters from March 1

  

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) will start displaying the massive 85 million-strong electoral 
rolls at around 55,000 prominent places across the country from March 1.ECP insiders told The News 
here that the printing of the preliminary voters’ lists was already under way, and about 90 percent work 
had been completed and was to be examined by the electoral body officials before being transported to all 
the districts. From the districts, these lists would be further sent to each Tehsil and union council and 
even down to Mohallas for public display. People would also be motivated through the media to ensure 
their names and related information was correctly mentioned in the voters’ lists. The voters’ lists would 
also be available at the Election Commission’s website, possibly by the first week of next month. “Printing 
of voters’ lists belonging to the Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally-Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA) is over, whereas that of four major cities, including Karachi, Multan,

 

Rawalpindi and 
Islamabad, will be completed within three to four days, these sources explained. The electoral body is 
bound by the Constitution to put on display the draft of electoral rolls at prominent places for at least 
three weeks so that complaints and objections therein could be addressed before the finalization of the 
lists. They pointed out that with the handing over by the National Database and Registration Authority of 
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corrected drafts, following the door-to-door verification of voter lists started several days back, they were 
immediately given for printing. The printed voters’ lists are being transported to far-off places first as it is 
time-consuming and chances of objections and mistakes are also greater in areas such as Turbat and 
Panjgur due to a lack of awareness and low literacy level, the insiders contended. According to the 
Election Commission, the final stage before furnishing the voters’ lists was the most crucial one, and it 
needed active participation of the public in order to removal of mistakes of any kind. They noted that it 
was quite likely the SMS facility would also get started from March 1 as this would help particularly those 
who would not be able to visit any prominent place to see their names in the preliminary voters’ lists and 
benefit from the ECP website. The charges of sending an SMS to the ECP would be just Rs2.Keeping in 
view the systematic mechanism involving the preparation of voters’ lists, the Supreme Court was urged to 
relax the time limit so that error-free voters’

 

lists could be prepared before the general election later this 
year. The apex court had asked the electoral body to finish the job by February 23 this year. However, the 
ECP had explained its position and noted that any hasty work could lead to the preparation of disastrous 
electoral rolls, as witnessed in 2007.

 

Daily Times -

 

February 20, 2012

  

NA-140 Results Cancelled Amid Controversy

 

The conflicting announcements of bypoll results for NA-140, Kasur 3, provoked a controversy forcing the 
Election Commission to cancel the results.

 

On evening, the district administration declared Malik Rasheed 
(independent) as winner with 45,974 votes and Azeemuddin Lakhvi (independent) as runner up with 
45,672 votes. Supporters of the losing candidate (Lakhvi), after announcements were made in mosques, 
reached the Election Commission and demanded recounting. It was revealed that the district 
administration did not include the results of nine polling stations. The DCO office announced fresh results 
and declared Azeemuddin Lakhvi as winner with a margin of 264 votes. The Election Commission office 
compiled the results at about 3am (between the night of Saturday and Sunday), according to which Malik 
Rasheed was declared winner with a close margin of 73 votes. This situation allowed supporters of losing 
candidate (Lakhvi) to besiege the Election Commission office on Sunday morning. They leveled 
allegations of rigging and demanded recounting of votes. They staged a sit-in on the main Ferozepur Road 
and chanted slogans against the district government and the Election Commission. They kept the road 
blocked for 10 hours, causing a great deal of inconvenience to commuters. The situation remained tense 
outside the EC office which was guarded by heavy contingents of police and rangers throughout the day. 
Supporters of both independent candidates were seen with clubs in their hands. District officer Tahir 
Mansoor Khan told reporters that previous results had been cancelled after the controversy and 
recounting of votes would be done.

 

A source told Dawn that there would be no change in the result 
announced by the EC and that the results could be announced early on Monday to avoid any clash 
between supporters of both candidates. Meanwhile, Lakhvi boycotted the recount and left the election 
commission officer just after midnight.

 

Dawn –

 

February 27, 2012

  

New Political Party Launched In KP 

A new political party namely Pakistan Rahe Haq (The righteous path) was launched at a press conference. 
The formal announcement was made by the party’s president Hakeem Mohammad Ibrahim Qasmi. Its 
senior vice-president Qazi Saifullah and others were also present on the occasion. The party president 
said the entire Ummah and Pakistani nation was passing through an extremely sensitive situation as the 
international forces had put at stake the ideological and geographical boundaries of the country. He said 
the political, social and economic problems had made life miserable for the underprivileged class and the 
rulers had shifted their assets to foreign banks. He said the rulers were playing in the hands of their 
foreign masters and preferring personal interests to those of the nation. Ibrahim Qasmi, who is a former 
lawmaker, said obscenity and vulgarity, lawlessness, price hike, suicide bomb blasts, target-killings, 
kidnapping for ransom, dacoit and trafficking and use of narcotics had become a challenge and a threat 
for the country’s integrity and solidarity. He said that due to the non-availability of natural gas and 
electricity the investors were moving to other countries. Keeping in view the prevailing situation, he said 
he and his colleagues had decided to form a new party to steer the country out of crises by bringing 
forward sincere people.
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Senate Elections 

 
166 Candidates File Nomination Papers for 54 Senate Seats

 
As many as 166 candidates will contest the 54 Senate seats from across the country in elections being 
held on March 2.Four candidates have submitted nomination papers for the two Senate seats from 
Islamabad and 16 for four seats from Fata while 25 candidates in the Punjab, 32 in Sindh, 38 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and 51 candidates in Balochistan have submitted their nomination papers.

 
For two Senate 

seats of technocrats, PPP’s Aitzaz Ahsan and PML-N’s Ishaq

 
Dar have been elected unopposed. No other 

candidate filed the nomination papers against them. Eighteen candidates will vie for four seats of 
minorities, 26 for nine technocrat seats, and 29 for eights seats reserved for women. Hamidullah Jan 
Afridi, Aurangzeb Khan, Bilalur Rehman, Malik Abdul Rehman, Abdul Waheed Khan, Muhammad Saleh 
Shah, Sahibzada Abdus Salam, Munir Orakzai, Abdul Qadir, Sajid Hussain Toori, Malk Najamul Hussain, 
Jawad Hussain, Hadayatullah, Bismillah Khan, Abdul Malick Qadri and Hussain

 

Khan have submitted 
nomination papers for four seats from Fata. For a single technocrat seat from Islamabad, PML-Q Secretary 
General Mushahid Hussain Syed and PML-N leader Dr Mazhar Hussain have submitted nomination 
papers. For a single general seat from the federal capital, PPP leader Usman Saifullah Khan, brother of 
Anwar Saifullah Khan, PML-N’s Muhammad Umar Mughal have filed nomination papers. Nomination 
papers will be scrutinized and the final list published on February 23. Senate elections will be held on 
March 2.
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Senate Elections: PPP Finalizes Senate Candidates from Sindh

 

While finalizing the names of its candidates, the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) has started negotiations 
with leaders of different parliamentary parties in the Sindh Assembly to get their Senators elected 
unopposed from Sindh.

 

Reportedly, a deal has been struck between the PPP and its coalition partners 
over the distribution of seats in the upcoming elections. Out of 12 seats, seven will be given to

 

PPP, four to 
the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and one to the Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F).Dr 
Karim Khwaja, a PPP candidate who had applied for two Senate seats, withdrew his nomination papers 
for the technocrat seat and will contest the elections on the general seat. Other PPP candidates whose 
names have been finalized include Raza Rabbani, Saeed Ghani,

 

Mukhtiar Ahmed, Kareem Khawaja, Hafeez 
Shaikh, Hari Ram Kishori Lal and Muddassir Sehar Kamran.

 

Meanwhile, leaders of the PML-Q 
(Likeminded)

 

are crying foul. Talking to The Express Tribune, PML-Q (Likeminded) Senator Ghaffar 
Qureshi said that PPP leaders, including Federal Minister Khurshid Shah, had approached Dr Arbab 
Ghulam Rahim to withdraw candidates from the elections, but the latter turned down his request. He 
added that under the reconciliation policy, they can only support the government’s initiatives, but will not 
withdraw from their constitutional right to contest elections. He further said that during the last Senate 
elections, the PPP had promised to back one of their candidates in these elections. Instead of supporting a 
candidate from our party, the PPP leaders insist [that we] withdraw. We have refused them, he said.

 

Qureshi, who belongs to the Mirpurkhas district and is going to

 

retire on March 12, has applied for 
another term. I have not only the support of a few PPP members, but MPAs of other parties will also vote 
for me, he said. There is polarization within the ranks and files of PPP in Sindh.

  

We have talked to leaders 
of National Peoples Party as well.

  

My victory is obvious in the election.
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By Polls 

 

By-Elections to Be Held As Per Schedule 

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) will hold by-elections for 10 national and provincial seats on 
February 25, as per schedule, spokesman of the Election Commission, Muhammad Afzal. Polls for these 10 
vacant seats will take place as per the schedule that has already been announced by the ECP. The 
Supreme Court has allowed the ECP to conduct by-elections on the condition that they must be held on 
the basis of verified and fair electoral rolls. The ECP has been able to arrange fresh and verified voters

 

lists exclusively meant for those 10 seats from NADRA.A fresh voters list has been prepared on the urgent

 

request of the ECP, which had asked NADRA last month to prepare the verified electoral rolls of the 10 
constituencies within 10 days on an emergency basis. Accepting the request, NADRA promised to prepare 




