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Women & Politics 
 
Nafisa Shah Appointed NCHD Chairperson 
The Prime Minister announced appointment of Dr. Nafisa Shah as Chairman National Commission for Human 
Development (NCHD). Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani on June 25 made a number of announcements to 
strengthen role of women in government affairs saying a female minister will soon head the Ministry of Women 
Development. He was speaking on the occasion of inauguration of an office of women parliamentarians caucus in 
parliament here. He said the government is taking multifarious steps to give women an effective and independent 
role in all walks of life. The role of women in ministries will be enhanced, the 10 percent quota for women in 
government departments will be ensured and the female parliamentarians will get equal development funds, he 
said. The Premier said a women will be appointed in the Planning Commission and National Commission on 
Women Development will be made an autonomous body. 

[The Nation ï June 26, 2009] 

 

Farah Naz Asfahani Appointed as Media Advisor to President 

 
There are no sources in the current document.PPPôs International Press Secretary and Member National 

Assembly as well, Farah Naz Asfahani have been appointed as media advisor to President Asif Ali Zardari on 
June 2. Farah Naz Asfahani wife of Hussain Haqqni was elected Member National Assembly on the reserved seat 
for women during the general election 2008.  

 
[Daily Khabrain ï June 3, 2009] 

 
óUntouchable Low Casteô Elected Indiaôs First Woman Speaker 
Indiaôs Parliament elected, on June 3, its first woman speaker, who is also a member of the low-caste Dalit 
community, an event hailed by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh as a ñhistoric occasionò. Meira Kumar, 64, was 
elected unopposed by a voice vote in Indiaôs 543-seat lower house of parliament, which includes 59 women MPs. 
For the first time a woman member has been elected Speaker and that too a woman from the Dalit community. 

[Dawn ï June 4, 2009] 
   

Womenôs Empowerment Initiatives 

 
Pro-Women Allocations Aim at Bridging Gender Gap 
The women populace of the country have been included as a vital component of some major social welfare 
programmes in the Federal Budget 2009-10. For the first time in the countryôs history, the budget speech was 
delivered by a woman - Minister of State for Finance & Economic Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar - that started with the 
acknowledgment that without women empowerment, sustainable economic growth is not possible. In her budget 
speech, Hina said that targeted and pro-women allocations in the federal budget are aimed at bridging the gap 
between men and women in acquiring access to basic services. She said the Planning Commission is running the 
gender-mainstreaming project while an engendering budget exercise is also being carried out under the Medium 
Term Budgeting Framework in the Finance Ministry. She said the federal budget for the fiscal year 2008-09 
showed a hefty increase in budgetary allocations for women specific expenditures, amounting to Rs44.7 billion 
compared to Rs7.7 billion during fiscal year 2007-08. 
 
The biggest initiative of social welfare that is expected to benefit women in the form of their registration and 
economic empowerment is the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) where financial help is released in the 
name of the women of the household. Under this programme, during the fiscal year 2008-09, Rs22 billion was 
distributed to 1.8 million beneficiaries, but for the fiscal year 2009-10, the allocation has been increased to Rs70 
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billion that constitutes more than 200 per cent increase and nearly five million families are expected to benefit 
from this enhancement. Plans to relate the BISP with health insurance that will cover hospitalisation, pregnancy, 
day care, etc and cash transfer programmes in future is also a positive indication. Again, if women are made part 
of the implementation process for the allocation of these facilities, it promises to bring about a positive change in 
the overall mindset. The cash transfer programmes will be complemented to promote household independence 
via various poverty exit strategies, which can help upgrade the poor beneficiaries to a level of self-sufficiency by 
various means including the transition to Conditional Cash Transfers, training and employment of one person per 
household and provision of workfare through small public works under a social mobilisation programme initiative. 
 
The announcement for the provision of marriage grant for every worker, irrespective of the number of daughters, 
under the Worker Welfare Development Schemes is another step that is directly related to women welfare. The 
rate of marriage grant has been increased from Rs50,000 to Rs70,000 per daughter. Some other initiatives for 
women include the enhancement of limit for exemption in income tax for salaried women from Rs240,000 to 
Rs260,000 while the government has resolved to increase the outreach of the micro-finance service from two 
million to three million borrowers, focusing specifically on women. Funds have also been allocated for the 
establishment of 12 vocational ódastakariô schools for women. In the womenôs health sector, national programmes 
for family planning are among the top priority areas along with primary healthcare and expanded programme of 
immunisation with respective allocations of Rs7 billion and Rs6 billion respectively. 
 
In addition to that, the Ministry of Women Development will receive 173 million for its on-going projects, Rs85 
million for non-development expenditures and Rs190 million for new projects. The budgetary allocation for new 
initiatives include Rs15 million for the establishment of nine women centres in collaboration with Earthquake 
Reconstruction and Reconstruction Authority (ERRA) in earthquake affected areas and Rs100 million for the pilot 
project of economic empowerment of women. Another Rs55 million will be released for the establishment of 30 
women centres in Attock, Chakwal, Gujrat, Jhang, Rahimyar Khan, Bahawalnagar, Layyah, Larkana, Mirpur 
Khas, Sukkur, Shahdat Kot, Dadu, Sanghar, Badin, Chitral, Batkhela, Bannu, DI Khan, Haripur, Charsadda, 
Mardan, Zhob and Turbat. The total outlay development of the ministry for 2009-10 is Rs363.7 million. 
 
The biggest disappointment, though, has been the education sector where no effective initiative to increase 
women literacy is offered that could aim to make them a useful part of the educated human resource, available in 
the country. 

[The News ï June 14, 2009] 

 

Women Police Force to be Strengthened  
Speaker National Assembly, Dr. Fehmida Mirza, has said that the Government plans to strengthen existing 
women police force while side-by-side opening up of more women police stations. This force will tackle the issues 
of domestic violence, harassment at work place and discrimination faced by women in different walks of life, she 
stated this while chairing a meeting of the working council of the Women Parliamentarians Caucus, on June 17. 
She said that women empowerment was imperative to root out poverty from the country and added that women 
rights protection laws would be enacted to protect and empower them. She said that Benazir Bhutto had a vision 
for women empowerment and first women police station was established during her tenure as Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. The women police stations would be further strengthened through more staffing and funding and its 
ambit would also be extended to all parts of the country. Fahmida Mirza appreciated the establishment of Women 
Parliamentarians Caucus which she termed a significant achievement of the women parliamentarians. The 
meeting was attended by MNAs Nafeesa Shah, Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho, Asiya Nasir, Bushra Gohar, Dr. Doniya 
Aziz, Khushbakht Shujaat, Saeeda Iqbal and Farahnaz Isphani.  

(The News ï June 18, 2009) 

 

NCSW to be Strengthened through Legislation  
National Assembly Speaker Dr. Fehmida Mirza on June 24 said that National Commission on the Status of 
Women (NCSW) would be activated through legislation in the Parliament. ñIt should play proactive role in finding 
solutions to problems confronting women in the country,ò she said this while chairing a meeting of the Working 
Council of Womenôs Parliamentarian Caucus held to review working of the NCSW. She said that women 
empowerment was essential for development and progress of the country and it was high time to ensure equal 
opportunities to women in social, political and economic spheres of life. The Speaker said that the present 
democratic set up was determined to make effective and comprehensive legislation to protect the women rights. 
She said that women parliamentarians were actively participating in public affairs and legislative work. She said 
that NCSW was an important body that was helpful in pointing out women related problems and proposing their 
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solution. Earlier, NCSW Chairperson Anisa Haroon briefed the meeting about the formation, functions and future 
plans for improvement of the commission. She said that there was a need of coordination between the federal 
government and provinces. 
She proposed that the NCSW should be permanent and autonomous for making it more effective body. Shehnaz 
Wazir Ali, Advisor to the Prime Minister also briefed the meeting about the role of the Commission. She said that 
Commissionôs role should be independent and advocating the cause of women empowerment. She said that its 
role was distinctively clear from the government body or ministry. MNA Nafisa Shah supported the idea of 
autonomous commission with representation from all provinces. She said that women Parliamentarian 
unanimously support independent and autonomous Commission with adequate budgeting and staffing. 

 [The News ï June 25, 2009] 

 

'GRAP to Promote Women's Social, Economic Empowerment' 
Project Director Gender Reform Action Plan (GRAP) Rehana Hashmi said, on June 24, that GRAP aimed at 
promoting economic, political and social empowerment of women at the national, provincial and district levels. 
She said the project was focused on improving the status of women and on achieving gender mainstreaming, 
equality and promotion of processes through enhancing women participation in governance. The areas of reforms 
for this include institutional restructuring, policy, budgeting and public expenditure mechanism, womenôs 
employment in public sector and womenôs political participation at all levels. The implementing partners of 
GRAP are Ministry of Finance, Law, Justice and Human Rights, Labour and Manpower, Information and 
Broadcasting, Planning and Development Division, Establishment Division, Provincial Development Departments 
and district governments. Rehana said that gender mainstreaming and women participation in countryôs 
development has pivotal significance. It is an astonishing fact that equality is still not given to women in 
departments and transformation is needed to reform the society through removing disparities against women. 
ñNations can never progress unless gender disparity is removed from the society,ò she added. She said women 
have more than 30 percent representation in political spheres in the country, including 72 women in Parliament 
and others in local councils. She said women empowerment is a matter of changing cognitive attitude. She said 
women play due role along with their counterparts in diverse fields but never gain recognition or rewards for their 
tireless efforts. Instead of law and Shariah, women are treated under customs and traditions. 

[The Nation ï June 25, 2009] 

 

Women & Laws 
 
Call to Reform Laws for Women 
Speakers at a discussion on June 30 called for reforming women related laws in order to give tham a sense of 
protection in the male dominated society. The panel discussion ñViolence against Women and Role of the Women 
Parliamentary Caucusò was organized by the Women Action Forum. The speakers said more proactive provisions 
were needed to be inserted in the relevant laws to protect womenôs rights. Chairperson National Commission for 
Human Development and Secretary General of Parliamentary Women Caucus Nafeesa Shah, MNA, observed 
that legal resource for women was available in compoundable offenses against them, where the potential killers 
as mediators become legal instruments. She said that murder law needed to be changed and the entire judicial 
system should be reformed. She pointed out that corruption was prevalent in the lower judiciary and steps must 
be taken to check it. She remarked that the entire criminal justice system has to be reformed and Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs_ put in place. 

[Dawn ï July 1, 2009] 
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HR Watch 

 
 

 
Human Rights Ministry to Establish District Courts 
The Federal Ministry for Human Rights has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and the UNDP, which will provide funds for the establishment of Human Rights District 
Courts, Human Rights Minister Mumtaz Alam Gillani said. Gillani said human rights courts would deal only with 
case of human rights violations. He said task forces comprising journalists, human rights activists, lawyers and 
local political representatives would also be formed to monitor the district courts and submit reports to the 
concerned authorities. He said complaint boxes would be installed at all district courts where people would submit 
applications regarding complaints (if any). ñThe District Bar Council president will open the complaint boxes every 
week and directly send them to the Human Rights Ministry,ò he said. Gillani said the law enforcement agencies 
were responsible for the most human rights violations across the country. He said wani and watta satta marriages 
were deplorable, adding that parents should not spoil the lives of their children for greed. 

[Daily Times ï June 1, 2009] 

 

óKaro Kariô Victims Seeking Justice for 2 Years 
óKaro kariô is an inhuman practice rampant in many parts of the country where ignorance and subservience to 
tradition rule supreme. This abominable term is used for the man and woman who are allegedly found guilty of 
having illicit relations and who are condemned to die for their alleged crime. Those who perpetrate the heinous 
crime of murdering one or both the accused proudly say that they did it for honourôs sake. In óKaro Kariô woman is 
mostly at the receiving end and her elimination is considered more vital. Thousands of males and females have 
been killed in the name of óKaro Kariô in different areas under tribal customs. 
 
The family of Muhammad Ishaq Khan, once a prosperous family of Ghotki, Sindh ð sitting in front of National 
Press Club, Islamabad, on hunger strike in search of justice ð has now been forced into homelessness for more 
than one year due to the whims of the influential Sardar (chieftains) of the tribe. The aggrieved couple, said, on 21 
May 2007 Sobia and Muhammad Ishaq Khan contracted court marriage against the custom of their tribes. The 
bride then 30 years old belonged to Dandho tribe. The parents of the girl consented to the marriage but not the 
Sardar of Dandho tribe, who had been a Provincial Minister in Musharraf-era. He ordered killing of the couple 
following the brutal custom in some tribes of Sindh that those contracting óNikahô without the willingness of Sardar 
are condemned as óKaro Kariô. To force the family of Ishaq to hand over the couple, the revengeful tribal lord got 
registered an FIR implicating his three brothers on the charge of ñabductingò the girl. They were all arrested. On 
the instigation of óthe lordô, armed toughies of Dandho tribe attacked his home on 1st June 2007. They fired 
indiscriminately for more than 5 hours and looted jewellery and dowry of their daughters worth about Rs3.5 
million. They also drove their buffaloes and cows. They also kidnapped his brother Muhammad Essaôs son, 
Shakeel, a young college student of 1st year class. He was tortured for six months before being released. To 
save his family from the police wrath, Ishaq with his wife appeared before Sindh High Court where Sobia 
submitted that she married Ishaq of her free will and had not been abducted. The court in its order on 28 August 
2007 quashed the FIR against the family and declared that it was mala fide and based on vendetta. So, Essa, the 
brother of Ishaq was released from the jail. Meanwhile, a village óPanchayatô held under the óchieftainô declared 
the marriage as óKaro Kariô and ordered that two girls of Ishaqôs family including a 2-year-old infant be given in 
marriage to men of Dandho tribe. Sindh High Court had decided in favour of the couple but the tribal lord stood 
adamant. He pressured Essa to hand over the newly wed couple and the two girls to him. The 13-member family 
of Ishaq was forced to flee to Islamabad to save their lives after the goons of the chieftain started pursuing them. 
 
In Islamabad, the suffering family protested before the Supreme Court and on 6 September 2007, the then Chief 
Justice, Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhary, issued application number HRCN4473 to the aggrieved family. However, 
as fate would have it for the aggrieved family, Musharraf declared emergency in November and the Chief Justice 
was detained. Subsequently, the Islamabad police picked up the aggrieved family from outside the Supreme 
Court and forcibly dumped them at the shrine of Barri Imam. After PPP came to power, they staged óDharnaô 
before Zardari House, met Chairman Senate Farooq H Naek (then Law Minister) and Rehman Malik who 
instructed the Sindh Government to help them but all went in vain. Their travails continued. For all their efforts, the 
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police again raided their house in Ghotki and arrested Ishaqôs two brothers. Ironically, on the same day, that is, 23 
May 2008, the Federal Ministry of Law had instructed the Home Secretary and IGP of Government of Sindh to 
lodge FIR against the persons accused by Essa and recommended that ñnecessary measures be adopted for the 
protection of life of the petitioner.ò 
 
After the restoration of Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhary as the Chief Justice, their joy knew no bounds. Muhammad 
Essa, brother of Ishaq wrote application to the Chief Justice on 27 April 2009, praying for reopening of 
HRCN4473 so that those who rendered his family homeless for more than one year assaulted and tortured them 
and plundered their property be brought to justice. However, so far there has been no response. Now, exhausted 
after this relentless struggle for justice, the family went on indefinite hunger strike in front of the Islamabad Press 
Club from 2 June. The former minister is constantly threatening them that they will be slaughtered and thrown to 
dogs. ñI will prefer dying of hunger than being bitten and killed by the dogs of a brutal landlord,ò Essa sobbed. As 
the strike continues, his wife, Nazeeran Bibi fainted and was admitted to Federal Government Services Hospital 
(Poly Clinic). ñIf she dies, Iôll take her dead body to Supreme Court,ò Essa said. The 13 members of the family 
including 1-year-old daughter of the couple and 4 burqa-clad daughters of Essa besides the spouses of Ishaq and 
Essa have been forced out of their province in a miserable condition for no fault of their own. Sindh High Court 
decided the case in their favour but the influential landlord in connivance with police continues to harass the poor 
family. 
 
ñIf the Supreme Court calls the concerned officials and the parties, everyone will know the truth,ò Ishaq believes. 
He demands immediate registration of FIR against the Sardar and his accomplices for attacking their home and 
plundering their hard-earned belongings. He holds that even after beseeching various ministers, public 
representatives, police officials and even the president of Pakistan, they have been denied justice. They have 
exhausted all channels and the apex court is the only forum which can bring them justice and solace. 

[The News ï June 17, 2009] 

 
6,780 Children Victimized in 2008 
Executive Director of Sanjog, Sandrine Bayar said that Pakistan had ratified the UN convention on the Rights of 
Child and its two optional protocols while it has also adopted the Stockholm Agenda of Action to Combat 
Commercial and Sexual Exploitation of Children. There is still a long way to go to obtain a child protection policy 
and adequate systems at the country level, she also demanded that civil society, federal and provincial 
governments should work together on establishing a relevant legal framework as well as child protection and 
rehabilitation systems while addressing the óNational Story Writingô competition on worst form of child abuse 
prevalent in society organised by civil society organisation Sanjog, as part of its national media campaign against 
worst forms of child abuses, the competition called for true stories on child abuse. The response from the public 
was overwhelming. The identity of the writers was not disclosed to the media as per rules. We were expecting not 
more than 50 to 70 stories, but we were amazed to see that around 1,000 people contacted us on the issue and 
we received almost 600 true stories both in Urdu and English, said Muhammad Khan, Director Gandhara 
Services. The tremendous response may point to the campaign being a big success, it also went to reveal the 
sorry fact that the society, especially the parents, have failed to perform their basic duty of protecting their 
children.  
 
Statistical findings show that only 15 to 20 per cent of cases of child abuse are reported in our country whereas 
yearly data collected through media reports and other sources reveal that around 6,780 children became victim of 
abuse in 2008 including 4,251 boys and 2,529 girls. According to a survey conducted by another NGO, around 52 
per cent of children who study in madaris experience sexual harassment, 28 per cent had complaints of 
unpleasant touching and 20 per cent complained of forced sex.  In the end Chief guest on the occasion, Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting Qamar Zaman Kaira distributed shields among the winners. He called for the 
change in social behaviours to eliminate social evils like child abuse from the society. The minister said that the 
government was fully committed to implementing laws regarding elimination of all forms of child abuse from the 
country.  

[The News ï June 8, 2009]  

 
 
NGOs Urge NWFP Govt to Set-Up Child Complaints Cells 
Government and Non-Government Orgainsations (NGOs), working on child-related issues, have demanded of the 
NWFP Government to establish a child complaint cell where children could lodge their complaints against 
violation of their rights and injustices done to them. The demand came at a meeting on juvenile justice organized 



 9 

by the Society for the Protection of the Rights of Child (SPARC). SPARCôs Provincial Programme Manager 
(Juvenile Justice) Ijaz Muhammad khan said that the Punjab and Sindh Government had taken the initiative and 
established child complaints cells, but NWFP and Balochistan governments have not established these cells yet. 
The SPARC Programme Manager stressed the NGOs working on the child rights to make coordinated efforts to 
resolve juvenile issues including establishment of borstal institutions, appointment of female probation officers, 
release of juvenile prisoners on bail, provision of legal aid, education and medical facilities to them in prisons, and 
their age determination issues. Ms. Sadia from Human Rights Ministryôs regional office said that the Federal 
Governemnt had started submission of bail bonds for release of juveniles and their rehabilitation in the skill 
impairing centres. She said that the Ministry was also providing shelter to those women whose families did not 
accept them after their release from jails. In the shelter houses, such women were also imparted training and 
skills. 

[Daily Times ï June 10, 2009] 

 
UNICEF Concerned By Rising Child Labor In Afghanistan 
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) says it is concerned by the growing number of working Afghan 
children. UNICEF officials said on June 11 that girls are more likely to be pressured into working than boys 
because they have fewer educational opportunities and are under greater social and cultural restrictions. A 
UNICEF survey in 2003 showed that one in four Afghan children between seven and 14 is forced to work, and the 
number of working children has reportedly increased since then. UNICEF says many Afghan families have no 
money to send their children to school and need them to earn money to support the family. Girls also face security 
risks as insurgents and others have burned schools and threatened the girls who attend them. UNICEF said it will 
offer more financial support and educational opportunities to children. Afghanistan recently signed an international 
convention for preventing child labor, which UN officials expect will help reduce the extent of the problem there. 

[The Nation ï June 15, 2009] 
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Democracy Watch  
 
 

 

Government Watch ð Political Governance 
   
Parliamentary Committee on Constitutional Reforms 
In its maiden meeting held at the Parliament House on June 29, the newly-constituted Parliamentary Committee 
on Constitutional Reforms (PCCR) elected Mian Raza Rabbani as its Chairman and invited proposals from all 
segments of the civil society and bar associations with a timeframe of one month to get maximum input for 
bringing the new constitutional amendments to restore the Constitution to its original form. The first formal 
meeting was held in a cordial atmosphere and was presided over by newly-elected chairman Raza Rabbani. It 
was attended by all the members and approved the rules of procedure. It decided to hold the next meeting on July 
28 to kick off the process of deliberations on constitutional reforms. It was also decided that all the meetings of the 
committee from July 28 onwards would be held on a daily basis and in camera and only the chairman of the 
committee would talk to the media. According to sources, repealing the 17th Amendment, the provincial autonomy 
and the implementation on the Charter of Democracy (CoD) are on top of the list of items to be dealt with. 
 
Only a few clauses of the CoD need amendment while majority of the clauses would be implemented through 
simple legislation. They said the committee members exchanged their drafts with a view to short-listing them for 
consideration on July 28. Rabbani said it was decided to invite suggestions from the civil society, political parties 
and bar associations for consideration of the committee within one month on the 17th constitutional Amendment, 
the provincial autonomy and the CoD so that their opinion could also be incorporated in the committee proposals 
for amendments to the Constitution. Rabbani, who also heads the Parliamentary Committee on National Security, 
told that the committee also sought proposals from all the parliamentary parties. Rabbani said parliament placed 
the responsibility on the members of the committee and now they will prove that politicians have the capability to 
rise to the occasion. ñWe accept the challenge and will try our level best to come up to the expectation of the 
nation,ò he said. 

[APP ï June 29, 2009] 

 
NA Refers 8 Private Bills to Standing Committees 
The National Assembly on June 30 referred as many as eight private members bills including proposed legislation 
against heinous crime of acid throwing and legislation on children rights to its standing committees for further 
deliberations. PML-Q member Marvi Memon moved two bills tagged as Anti Terrorism (Amendment) Act, 2009 
and the Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Act, 2009 focusing on acid burn victims. The draft bill to further 
amend Anti Terrorism Act, 1997 seeks to bring the trial of perpetrators involved in acid throwing under the preview 
of anti-terrorist courts. The other draft bill she moved proposed that courts should take into consideration the 
period of litigation and amount of financial losses faced by the aggrieved party in burn victim cases, and grant 
compensatory cost according to the circumstances of each case. Her third draft bill calling for life imprisonment 
and a penalty of Rs 500,000 to those involved in defacing or removing figures of human body was deferred after 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Babar Awan raised technical issues including sharia provisions. The government 
did not oppose her other bill related to violence against women relating to dowry and award of 10 yearsô 
imprisonment to those who contract second marriage after concealing the first one. The government opposed two 
out of three bills moved by Yasmeen Rehman of the ruling PPP. She moved the draft Rights of Juvenile 
Offenders Bill 2009 to set up special courts to dispose of the cases of children speedily, besides providing better 
health and education facilities to juvenile prisoners. The bill was referred to the standing committee concerned. 
Her two bills seeking amendments in the Drugs Act, 1976 and to make the condition of blood test before marriage 
compulsory were deferred after opposition from Health Minister Ijaz Jhakrani. Charter of Child Rights Bill 2009 
moved by Dr Donya Aziz was also referred to the standing committee concerned for ñpromotion of an enabling 
environment to the children free of violence, all kinds of abuse and exploitationò.  

[Daily Times ï July 1, 2009] 
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Government Watch ïEconomic Governance 
  

Donorsô Financial Assistance 
 
WB Approves $900m for Social Sector Projects 
Out of this, $250 million is for the Third Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) project to support the 
governmentôs efforts to tackle poverty and provide livelihood opportunities to poor people, especially in rural 
areas. A separate amount of $350 million will support the education reform programme of the Punjab government, 
designed to improve access, quality and governance in education. The bank also approved $300 million to 
support the government of Sindhôs education reform programme. The project builds on the bankôs previous 
support to education in Sindh and is designed with an increased focus on performance results. The project will 
support the government of Sindhôs medium-term education sector reform programme, which aims to increase 
school participation, reduce gender and rural-urban disparities, increase progression and improve the 
measurement of student learning. Disbursements will be based on the achievement of pre-specified results, 
defined as disbursement-linked indicators, which reflect implementation performance indicators critical to the 
achievement of the projectôs development outcomes. In Punjab, the project will support the provincial education 
support reform programme, which aims to: (i) enhance fiscal sustainability and the effectiveness of public 
expenditures including in education; (ii) enhance the quality of school education; (iii) improve and expand access 
through improvements in school participation and completion rates and reduction in gender and regional 
disparities; and (iv) strengthen school management and governance in the education sector. 
 
The Bank notes that the global financial crisis has had an impact on Pakistanôs micro-finance sector where there 
is now less available capital. The Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund, an apex organisation formed in 1999, was 
established to empower poor people, especially women and marginalised groups, and help increase their 
incomes. Through partnerships with civil society organisations it has a strong presence across the country, and is 
now active in 119 out of Pakistanôs 134 districts. The World Bank has supported the PPAF with $646 million since 
2000. During this time, the programme has facilitated the formation of 80,000 community organisations and 
provided 1.9 million micro-credit loans, 16,000 community infrastructure schemes, and training support for 
232,000 people in enterprise development skills. The third phase of the poverty alleviation fund will build on these 
achievements and continue empowering poor people by: effective education expenditures with an emphasis on 
fiscal sustainability; education sector management; access to quality schooling particularly for girls and rural 
children; creating benchmarks for teacher recruitment and professional development and for student 
achievement. 

[Dawn ï June 6, 2009] 

 
 

US Senate Approves Kerry-Lugar Bill 
The US Senate on June 25 approved tripling American aid to Pakistan to about $1.5 billion a year for each of the 
next five years, part of a plan to help Islamabad fight extremism with economic development. The $1.5 billion in 
annual funding includes money for Pakistani schools, the judicial system, parliament and law enforcement 
agencies. ñThis legislation marks an important step toward sustained economic and political cooperation with 
Pakistan,ò said Senator Richard Lugar, the senior Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The 
bill includes $400 million in annual military aid for 2010-2013. 
 
The Pakistan aid measure passed by a simple voice vote in the Senate and will have to be reconciled with a 
version approved by the House of Representatives on June 11. The bills set up Reconstruction Opportunity 
Zones in the Tribal Areas, from which textiles and other items can be exported duty-free to the United States. 

[Daily Times ï June 26, 2009] 

 
BISP Updates 
 
Second Installment of BISP Released: The second installment of the financial aid under BISP was released for 
the poor and deserving families of the district, thousands of people mostly female from  the poor families of the 
district had applied  for the BISP  assistance on prescribed forms distributed through the Members of National 
Assembly   and Senate, a political activities affiliated with influential Safiullahs  explained on June 1 that women 
who had received the  first installment of 4000 in February this year would now get Rs3000 as second installment. 

[The Nation ï June 2, 2009] 
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BISP Poverty Survey to be Completed by End of July: Poverty survey being carried out under a pilot project of 
BISP to identify more deserving families will be completed by the end of July. According to BISP Chairperson 
Farzana Raja the first ever poverty survey is initiated in 16 districts of all the provinces including Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir and Northern Areas. She explained that the districts for the survey are selected on basis of their poverty 
level, accessibility, security situation and the presence of the surveying organizations. The pilot project of house-
to-house survey has been initiated since May to ensure that no eligible family is missed from getting benefits of 
the programme. The test survey is being carried out by Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Rural Support 
Programmes Network (RSPN), in collaboration with Population Census Organisation (PCO), she explained. She 
pointed out that international parameters are being observed to issue, poverty score cards in the districts 
including Musakhel, Kila Saifullah and Kech/Turbat of Balochistan, Lakki Marwat, Karak and Batgram of NWFP, 
Layyah, Mianwali, Multan, Pakpatan of Punjab, Sanghar, Mirpurkhas, Tharparkar of Sindh, Poonch of AJK, 
Ghanchae and Diamir districts of Northern Areas. The collected data will be helpful in identification of 
shortcomings and their rectification for full survey in the remaining districts, likely to be completed by the end of 
the year. The poverty survey would also reflect all these aspects and our focus of the beneficiaries would continue 
changing to other poor from those going self-reliant, in fact the World Bank would provide technical assistance for 
óPoverty Score Cardô survey as well as institutional improvement of the programme. 

[The New ï June 8, 2009] 
 

Government Watch ï Local Governance 
 

 

Provinces & Local Government System 
 
All But Sindh Oppose Local Govt System 
Punjab, the NWFP and Balochistan have opposed the continuation of the local government system while Sindh 
has proposed a one-year extension, during the fourth inter-provincial meeting of ministers for local government 
and rural development on June 6. The meeting was chaired by Federal Minister for Local Government and Rural 
Development Justice (R) Abdul Razzaq Thahim, who insisted that the system should continue, but could be 
amended to make it more effective and transparent. Representatives from the three provinces, however, called 
for the systemôs abolition from October 18. Thahim told that the local government system would continue with 
certain reforms in accordance with recommendations from the provinces. 

[Daily Times ï June 7, 2009] 

 
Punjab: New Local Government Systemôs Draft Law Sent to CM 
The Punjab local government department has made draft law of the new local government it wants to introduced, 
and sent it to the Chief Minister for his opinion and approval. The law entitled the Local Government Act, 2009 is 
being finalized to make preparations for the inter-provincial meeting scheduled to be held in Islamabad on June 
12 to finally discuss future of the existing system. The meeting in Islamabad had been convened by the federal 
local government ministers who had asked all his provincial counterparts to give final recommendations on it. The 
proposed draft law was based on the local government ordinance of 1979 but it also retained some good as pacts 
of the ordinance promulgated in 2001. These were other wise condemned by the PML-N government at vast. It 
contained some of important clauses   to coordinate to address ill-planned urbanization and migration from rural 
to urban areas that led to huge solid waste management sewerage and water supply problems. It was aimed at 
with drawing the rural- urban divide introduced by the LGO of 2001, and reintroducing the defunct executive 
magistracy for effective administrative control.  

[Dawn ï June 11, 2009] 

Balochistan Wants Magistracy System Restored 
The Balochistan Cabinet has urged the Federal Government to restore the executive magistracy system in the 
Province. At a meeting presided over by Chief Minister Nawab Aslam Riasani on June 17, the Cabinet banned the 
district government system for lawlessness in the Province. The Province earlier restored six divisions and 
appointed commissioners. According to the Cabinet, the change in the system had caused difficulties in running 
the administration. Diffusion of the powers of magistrates among different authorities had badly affected law and 
order and district government had failed to maintain peace, the participants said. 
 
The Cabinet decided to seek permission of the President to amend the Police Ordinance 2002. It observed that 
several contradictions in the law were creating problems for the Provincial Government. A Committeed headed by 
Nasir Mehmood Khosa was formed to prepare a report in this regard. It was decided that the Chief Minister will 
ensure implementation of the Cabinetôs decision to separate the Levies force from Police. 
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[Dawn ï June 18, 2009] 

 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 
 
Extension of Political Parties Act to FATA Demanded 
Senior level leadership of 10 major political parties unanimously called for the immediate extension of the Political 
Parties Act along with major changes to the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) and a number of other reforms to 
mainstream FATA. 
 
During a daylong discussion at a roundtable forum, the political leaders emphatically agreed that political reforms 
were fundamental for sustainable peace, and development decisions that reflect the genuine needs of the people 
of FATA. The roundtable forum on óMainstreaming FATA: Moving Forwardô arranged by the National Democratic 
Institute (NDI) was a follow up to earlier roundtables with approximately 300 tribal representatives from all 
agencies of FATA. The political parties mainly supported their recommendations to democratise and mainstream 
the system of governance and justice in FATA. The parties participating in the roundtable included PPP, PML-N, 
PML-Q, ANP, MQM, JUI-F, National Party, Pashtunkhaw Milli Awami Party, JI and PPP-S. 
 
The participants said that it was the right time for people of FATA to be treated as equal citizens of Pakistan. 
Representatives of all 10 parties agreed that the Parliament should immediately pass a resolution to extend the 
Political Parties Act to FATA which would create new opportunities for its residents to engage in mainstream party 
politics like the rest of the country. 
 
The parties also called for the establishment of FATA councils elected on an adult franchise basis and that the 
civil administration should be accountable to the councils for a more transparent system of governance. Options 
regarding the status of FATA were also discussed with most parties supporting representation of FATA in the 
NWFP Assembly. 
 
The parties agreed that the FCR should be replaced or heavily amended to bring it in line with the Constitution of 
Pakistan and international norms of justice including safeguards for fundamental rights. They also called for 
extending the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and High Court to FATA in order to grant right of appeal to 
disputing parties. The parties also supported the tribal representativesô recommendation that Khasadars and 
levies as a regular force should be equipped with sufficient training, modern equipment and handsome packages 
as a way to maintain law and order. They recommended that government prepare a post conflict strategy for 
dialogue, development and maintenance of law and order. In his presentation of the recommendations from tribal 
representatives Shaheed Bhutto Foundation Board member Farhatullah Babar emphasised that itôs critical to take 
into consideration what the people of FATA want for themselves and what will be acceptable to them. He added 
that consensus among all the parties is key to implementing the reforms because the government alone cannot 
resolve the current crisis. PPP Secretary General Senator Jahangir Bader said that socio-economic development 
along with the political reforms should be part of the strategy on FATA. ANP President for NWFP Senator 
Afrasiab Khattak said that FATA should not be ruled directly by the president but it should be governed through 
the parliament. He also supports representation in the NWFP Assembly for FATA. ñUltimately FATA, PATA and 
NWFP should all constitute one province for the people of Pakhtunkhwa,ò he added. PML-N leader and former 
Chief Minister of NWFP Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan Abbasi said that all reforms in FATA should be in line with 
the democratic system of governance. PML-Q leader Saleem Saifullah Khan advocated a regional approach with 
immediate actions involving Afghanistan, India and Iran. PkMAP leader Senator Abdul Rahim Mandokhel said 
that terrorist strongholds in FATA should be eliminated and reforms should be undertaken in view of the traditions 
and customs of the tribal society. National Party Vice President Senator Hasil Bizanjo supported the inclusion of 
FATA in the NWFP and said that consensus among the political parties and civil society was required in order to 
move forward with reforms. JIôs Sahibzada Haroon Rashid insisted on the need for negotiations and the 
immediate establishment of peace and stability. PPP (Sherpao) leader Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli emphasised the need 
for full political, social and economic integration of FATA with the rest of the country. 
 
During the plenary panel discussion Human Rights Commission of Pakistan Director I A Rehman advocated 
guarantees of human rights, access to justice and equality with other citizens of Pakistan to win back the 
confidence and trust of the people of FATA, adding that time is running out for such reforms. NDI Country Director 
Sheila Fruman in her opening remarks said that political parties form the cornerstone of a democratic society and 
serve a function unlike any other institution. ñOnly political parties have the capacity and motivation to offer 
choices to citizens because of the need to win their support in elections,ò she noted. She warned, however, that if 
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parties donôt offer citizens solutions, especially in a crisis, others will do it for them and parties will lose the 
legitimacy they have struggled to restore. Other participants in the roundtable included; PPP: Senator Nayyer 
Bukhari, Senator Mian Raza Rabbani, Fouzia Wahab, Fouzia Habib, Nafisa Shah, Federal Minister Najam ul Din 
Khan, Senior Provincial Minister of NWFP Rahimdad Khan and Syed Akhundzada Chattan; PML-N: Ahsan Iqbal, 
Faiz Mohammad and Rehmat Khattak; PML-Q: Marvi Memon; ANP: Bushra Gohar, Hashim Babar; JUI-F: 
Senator Muhammad Azam Swati; JI: Professor Muhammad Ibrahim and Siraj ul Haq; PPP-S: Sikandar Sherpao 
and Jamal ul Din Khan; PKMAP: Raza Muhammad Raza; NP: Senator Dr. Malik Baloch; and MQM. 

[The News ï June 18, 2009] 

. 

Election Watch & Electoral System 

 

By-elections Postponed  
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), on June 10, postponed the by-polls in the constituencies NA-123 
Lahore-VI and NA-55 Rawalpindi-VI scheduled on June 30 and July 4 respectively. The EC said the decision was 
taken in view of the report dated June 8 received from the Punjab chief secretary about the possibilities of terrorist 
attacks. The polls have been postponed due to volatile law and order and security situation in these 
constituencies, EC Secretary Kanwar Dilshad added. The election commission clarified that the remaining pre-poll 
stages for the by-election in the constituency NA-55 Rawalpindi-VI would be completed according to schedule.  

[Daily times ï June 11, 2009]  

 
Votersô List to be Updated Soon: ECP 
Hundreds of thousands of voters, listed in the electoral rolls, who are no more alive will be cancelled, and those 
who have attained the voting age would be registered in a Rs500 million marathon exercise that the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) is shortly undertaking. ECP Secretary Kanwar Muhammad Dilshad said that ñwe 
plan to start the exercise around the second week of Julyò. He said Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Justice 
(R) Hamid Ali Mirza would uphold the process under Article 219 of the Constitution, which says that the CEC was 
charged with the duty of preparing electoral rolls for elections to the National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies 
and revising such rolls annually. Around 9,000 personnel would be temporarily engaged to carry out the exercise 
through the door-to-door checking. All the four provincial governments would be involoved in the process. Dilshad 
said that there were a total of 20 million households all over Pakistan that would be approached to update the 
votersô lists. He said the exercise would continue for nearly three months. The ECP is currently engaged in 
finalizing the logistics to conduct the exercise. Special forms are being printed. Dilshad estimated that around 
Rs500 million would be spent on the process and said that there was no problem of funding, which was not 
required in one go. It is normally during this exercise that several sitting MNAs and MPAs, defeated candidates 
and others having interest in contesting elections make it a point in their respective constituencies that all of their 
voters are duly registered and the bogus votes are cancelled. Dilshad said that the door-to-door visits by the hired 
staff would be meant to make certain that there was no false entry and no genuine voter was left out. 

[The News ï June 8, 2009] 
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Budget 2009-10 

 
 

Federal Budget 
 
Following are the salient features of the budget2009-10 the government announced on June 13 with a total outlay 
of Rs. 2.482 trillion, showing an increase of 23.5% over the budget estimates of 2008-09. The other salient 
features of the budget 2009-10 are as under:  
 
a) The resource availability during 2009-10 has been estimated at Rs 2318 billion against Rs 1836 billion in the 
budget estimates of 2008-09.  
 
b) Net revenue receipts for 2009-10 have been estimated at Rs 1372 billion indicating an increase of 23.5% over 
the budget estimates of 2008-09.  
 
c) The provincial share in federal revenue receipts is estimated at Rs 655 billion during 2009-10 which is 15.3% 
higher than the budget estimates for 2008-09.  
 
d) The capital receipts (net) for 2009-10 have been estimated at Rs 191 billion against the budget estimates of Rs 
221 billion in 2008-09.  
 
e) The external receipts in 2009-10 are estimated at Rs 510 billion. This shows an increase of 70% over the 
budget estimates for 2008-09. 
 
f) The overall expenditure during 2009-10 has been estimated at Rs 2482 billion of which the current expenditure 
is Rs 1699 billion and development expenditure at Rs 803 billion. Current expenditure shows an increase of 3.5% 
over the revised estimates of 2008-09, while development expenditure will increase by 68.1% in 2009-10 over the 
revised estimates of 2008-09 
 
g) The share of current expenditure in total budgetary outlay for 2009-10 is 68.5% as compared to 79% in revised 
estimates for 2008-09. h) The expenditure on General Public Services (inclusive of debt servicing transfer 
payments and superannuation allowance) is estimated at Rs 1189 billion which is 70% of the current expenditure 

 
Á Rs.60 billion allocated for Water sector. 
Á 32 small and medium dams, 8 in each province being financed 
Á Rs.12 billion for raising of Mangla Dam project 
Á Rs 10 billion allocated for the improvement of water courses 
Á Rs 15 billion for canal improvement and rehabilitation of irrigation system 
Á Rs.47 billion earmarked in PSDP for water dams 
Á Rs.37 billion allocated for agriculture marketing, storage infrastructure 
Á Rs.4 billion allocated for launching Benazir Tractor scheme 
Á Special Programme for Food Security and Productivity Enhancement of Small Farmersó covering 13,000 

villages by the year 2015 starting with 1,012 villages 
Á Rs. 40 billion allocated for export investment support fund 
Á Budgetary allocation for Science and Technology doubled 
Á 5% reduction in excise duty on automobile proposed 
Á Regulator Duty of Rs.250 per set of cellular phone eliminated 
Á Custom duty reduced from Rs 500/- to Rs 250/- per set on cell phone 
Á Remarkable relief given to cell phone industry 
Á To achieve a high quality road and rail network, allocations for National Highway Authority amounted to 

an increase from Rs.36 billion to Rs.40.2 billion 
Á In the case of Pakistan Railways from Rs.6.6 billion to Rs.12.7 billion 
Á PSDP allocations for the power sector increased by 100 percent 
Á Currently 15 Independent Private Power Houses with a total capacity of 2,921 Megawatts are in different 

stages of development. Out of these, 9 projects for 1,861 Megawatts will be commissioned in 2009. 
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Á Rs.4 billion allocated for Diamer Basha Dam project 
Á 50 MW Solar Thermal Power Project to be established in Southern Punjab 
Á Rs.4 billion allocated for basic education and primary schools 
Á Rs.22.5 billion for Higher Ecuation Commission allocated 
Á Rs.23.15 billion allocated under PSDP for health 
Á 3,500 water filtration plants to installed one in each union council for which an amount of Rs 6 billion is 

being allocated 
Á 30,000 educated postgraduates will be offered internships under the National Internship Programme 
Á 15,000 volunteers from all walks of life have been registered for community development activities and 

disaster management 
Á Ad-hoc relief allowance of 15% of pay of serving government servants from 1st July, 2009 
Á Increase in the allowance of armed forces deployed on the western front equal to one monthós initial basic 

pay with effect from 1st July 2009 
Á For the remaining armed forces personnel, allowance equal to one monthós initial basic pay will be 

admissible from 1st January 2010 in the interim period, an adhoc relief allowance of 15% of pay will be 
allowed 

Á Retired government servants and armed forces personnel will also get 15% increase in their net pension 
from 1st July 2009 

Á Limit for the exemption on Income Tax for salaried male is being enhanced from Rs 180,000 to Rs 
200,000 

Á Limit for the exemption on Income Tax for salaried female is being enhanced from Rs 240,000 to Rs 
260,000 

Á Senior citizens will now enjoy 50 percent relief in their tax liability in case of income upto Rs 750,000 
Á On a cumulative basis the provinces would receive federal transfers in excess of Rs 708.1 billion against 

Rs 600 billion in the last financial year 
Á In order to discourage consumption of cigarettes excise duty and sales tax on cigarettes is proposed to 

be enhanced 
[APP ï Jun 13, 2009] 

 
National Assembly Passes Federal Budget 2009 
The National Assembly passed the Finance Bill (federal budget) for 2009-10, on June 25, with a number of 
amendments. The Rs2.9 trillion budget incorporates measures, including a 20 per cent increase in the salary of 
Grade 1-16 government employees and a similar raise for pensioners who retired 10 years ago. Some taxes, 
which were proposed in the budget, including a carbon tax of Rs6 per kg on CNG, 20 paisa tax on SMS and 16 
per cent General Sales Tax on newsprint, have been withdrawn. The House also passed 124 demands for grants 
of over Rs173 billion for 2008-09. Minister of State for Finance Hina Rabbani Khar also tabled Rs2,079 billion 
supplementary charged expenditures for the current financial year. Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani praised 
both sides of the House for passing the budget and announced an honorarium equivalent to one monthôs salary 
for employees of supporting departments, including the Intelligence Bureau, PIA, Railways, Wapda and banks, 
who worked during the budget session. Minister for Labour and Manpower Syed Khurshid Shah said the passage 
of budget was reflective of unity of political forces and expressed the hope that it would strengthen democracy. 
PML-N chief whip Sheikh Aftab Ahmed and PML-Q leader Riaz Hussain Pirzada said the opposition cooperated 
in the passage of budget to establish new democratic traditions. 

[Dawn ï June 26, 2009] 

 

Punjab Budget 
 
 

Punjab Budget Presented 
Punjab Finance Minister Tanvir Ashraf Kaira presented a Rs 489.8 billion provincial budget for the fiscal year 
2009-10, carrying a revenue surplus of Rs 108.638 billion but resource shortfall of Rs 26.25 billion to finance an 
ambitious Rs 175 billion annual development programme. Though the budget imposed no new taxes, it is 
deceptive as no explanation has been provided by the minister on the funding he intends to raise for the shortfall 
of resources for the development budget. 
 
According to the budget estimates, the general revenue receipts of the Punjab government in 2009-10 are 
estimated at Rs 423.511 billion while the revenue expenditure, including pro-poor subsidies, is expected to be 
Rs 314.874 billion. With a net revenue surplus of Rs 108.638 billion, the Punjab government expects to generate 
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Rs 25.976 billion from the current capital budget and Rs 1,106 billion from Public Account to increase the total 
surplus available with the Punjab governmentto Rs 135.721 billion. The budget document states that some of the 
shortfall for the ADP would be covered by Rs 2.558 billion federal grant and Rs 10.471 billion from foreign project 
assistance that would increase the resources to Rs 175 billion ADP. There is no explanation about arrangement 
of the shortfall of Rs 26.250 billion. 
 
Experts point out that the resource gap is so large that it could not be bridged from the savings on current 
expenditures. The State Bank is unlikely to provide overdraft to the Punjab government for this purpose and credit 
from commercial banks would pose problems for the provincial government that is already carrying a huge 
commercial debt on account of wheat purchases. 
 
The Punjabôs share in the Federal Divisible Pool is expected to be Rs 321.022 billion against Rs 268.585 billion 
received this fiscal. According to original estimates, the Punjab was to get Rs 284.638 billion as federal transfers 
in 2007-08. Any shortfall in targeted federal tax revenues would adversely impact the Punjabôs share in 2009-10 
as happened this fiscal. The straight transfers from the federal government would be Rs 4.625 billion while the 
federal grants are expected to be Rs 11.122 billion (hopefully in addition to Rs 2.558 billion grant already 
mentioned). The provincial tax revenue is targeted to be Rs 49.647 billion while the non-tax revenue is estimated 
at Rs 37.093 billion. 
 
The provincial finance minister announced the establishment of the Punjab Board of Revenue on the pattern of 
the Federal Board of Revenue to streamline the tax collection system. The Punjab government has earmarked Rs 
30 billion subsidy on Sasti Roti Scheme, provision of edibles, relief to the poor, health facilities to the masses 
and provision of stipend to intelligent but poor students. The funding for food support scheme has been 
increased by Rs 3.2 billion to Rs 16.2 billion that includes Rs 2 billion to provide training and working capital to 
the unemployed youth. The Punjab government expects to generate Rs 13 billion through the sale of the 
government property in the next fiscal though it failed to generate any amount from land sales in the current fiscal 
against a target of over Rs 15 billion. Kaira announced various measures for the uplift of agriculture, health and 
educational facilities for the poor, including the allocation of Rs 2.3 billion for TEVTA, for imparting skill training 
to boys and girls. He also exempted the stamp duty on transfer of cooperative and housing societyôs property to 
legal heirs. He also announced 15 per cent increase in the salaries of the provincial employees and equivalent 
raise for pensioners. 

[The News ï June 17, 2009] 

 
 

Punjab Assembly Passes Budget 
The Punjab Assembly on June 26 passed Rs 489 billion provincial budget for the year 2009-10 after the passage 
of the finance bill through a majority of vote. At the 13

th
 session of the House, the budget, presented by Finance 

Minister Tanvir Ashraf Kaira in the Provincial Assembly on the 16 of this month, would be effective from July 1st. 
 [The Nation ï June 27, 2009] 

 

Sindh Budget 
 

Rs 16.80billion Deficit Sindh Budget Presented 
The Sindh government unveiled the provincial budget for the fiscal 2009-10, on June 15, to the tune of over Rs 
327 billion with a deficit of Rs 16.80 billion. Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah presented the provincial budget in 
Sindh assembly. Earlier, the provincial cabinet met with chief minister in the chair to approve the budget, in which 
a sum of record Rs 90 billion has been earmarked for development purposes during the next fiscal. 
 
Salient features of the budget are as following: 
 
Á The total volume of the Annual Development Programme (ADP) will be RS 113 billion this year as 

compared to Rs 67 billion last year registering an increase of RS 46 billion. Out of these Rs 113 billion, 
RS 75 billion has been earmarked for provincial development projects, while Rs.15 billion have been 
apportioned for district governments. 

 
Á Estimated revenue receipts from divisible pool including grant-in-aid are RS 125 billion with 12 .7 per 

cent increase as against 2008-09. The estimates under oil and gas receipts are RS 50 billion with 6 per 
cent decrease that current yearôs revised estimate of Rs 53.4 billion. Overall federal transfers are 
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estimated at Rs. 204.6 billion as compared to revised estimates of Rs 183.2 billion, while Provincial Own 
Receipts have been pitched at RS 39 billion with an increase of over 29 per cent as against the previous 
fiscal year. 

 
Á On the expenditure side, the current revenue expenditure has been estimated at RS 213.4 billion with an 

increase of over 15 per cent over the revised estimates of Rs 185 billion, while the current capital budget 
has a surplus of Rs 5.4 billion as the provincial government expects budget support loans from the World 
Bank, and the Asian Development Bank. 

 
Á The shares of local governments have been worked out to be Rs 94.4 billion with an increase of 21 per 

cent over the fiscal year 2008-09. 
 
Á About Rs 24.2 billion have been allocated for law and order with an increase of 11 per cent as compared 

to previous fiscal year. The budget Rs 1.2 billion for procurement of latest equipment for the law enforcing 
agencies The provincial government intends to recruit 5000 new policemen in the province during current 
fiscal, while 1000 police personnel are being trained and provided incentives for establishing a rapid 
response force, which can respond to terrorist activities. It plans to disburse Rs 400 million on E-policing 
during the current fiscal. 

 
Á Amounts of Rs 6 billion, and RS 5.23 billion have been earmarked for education and health sectors 

respectively. A sum of RS 200 million has been apportioned for the displaced persons from Swat and 
adjoining districts under a disaster management fund, which will be built up to Rs one billion gradually. 

 
Á The Sindh government plans to distribute land among landless Haris with a cost of 160 million during 

the current fiscal. More than 60 percent of the beneficiaries have also received support package of seed 
and fertilizer at the rate of 14000 for 4 acres. 
 

Á Some 41000 youths will be trained under Benazir Youth Development Programme, while 22000 news 
jobs will be created through public service commission. The chief minister said that the Sindh 
governmentôs slogan for the next year was ñ empower women and girl childò, in line with the vision of 
Sheheed Benazir Bhutto. 

 
Á A sum of RS 15 billion will be spent on social protection programmes, while under the ñhousing for 
poorò programme, different pilot projects in collaboration with UNDP and SRSO are under planning stage 
and lands have been earmarked in this connection in Thatta, Badin, Hyderabad, Khairpur, Benazirabad, 
Sukkur, Karachi, and Larkana. 

 
Á Mr Shah said that 500,000 poor women would be provided income support under Benazir Women 

Support Programme, and a sum of RS 4 billion has been allocated for this purpose. 
 
Á The government is going to set up an anti-encroachment directorate, which will have an enforcement 

force to tackle the rising menace of land grabbing in Karachi and elsewhere. A sum of RS 197 has been 
apportioned for the proposed directorate. 

 
Á Around 921 million will be spent on computerization of land records in the province. 

 
Á A sum of Rs 897 million has been allocated for jail reforms, of which Rs 300 million will be spent for 
setting up jail platoons and a separate court police, Rs 547 will be disbursed on prisonersô dietary, and 
RS 25 million each will be spent on procurement of medicines, and bedding and furniture respectively. 
Dietary charges for prisoners have been increased from RS 37 per prisoner per day to RS 75 per prisoner 
per day. 

 
Á The government has allocated Rs 300 million for strengthening of nursing and paramedical institutes in 

the province in collaboration with private sector. 
 
Á Under school rehabilitation programme, over 6000 schools have been provided with missing facilities 

and for current year, the government has earmarked RS 2.5 billion, which will be disbursed under district 
governments on the basis of performance, for the said purpose. 
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Á The government is establishing a Special Economic Zone in the province for focusing on regional agro 

industrial clusters, including rice processing, guava, dates, mangos and chillies. 
 
Á An amount of RS 500 million has been allocated for grater Karachi sewage project in order to expand 

the wastewater treatment facilities. 
[Online ï June 15, 2009] 

 
 

Sindh Assembly Passes Rs 327 billion Sindh Budget for 2009-10 Unanimously   
Sindhôs Rs 327 billion budget for fiscal 2009-10 stood passed after unanimous passage of Finance Bill 2009-10 in 
Sindh Assembly on June 27. Earlier the House approved all the 59 demands for grants for the Financial year 
2009-2010 and rejected 1246 cut motions moved by opposition members and opposed by Chief Minister who is 
also the Finance Minister. The cut motions were moved by Shaheryar Maher, Syeda Marvi Rashdi, Mrs Nusrat 
Saher Abbasi, Dr Muhammed Rafiq Bhambhan, Muhammed Ali Malkani, Jam Madad Ali, Abdul Razak Rahimoon. 

[APP ï June 27, 2009] 

 
 

NWFP Budget 
 

No New Tax in Rs 214b NWFP Budget 
Amid token walkout by the óNô and óQô faction of the PML over frequent mentioning Pukhtoonkhwa for the province 
in the budget speech, the NWFP Senior Minister Rahimdad Khan presented Rs.214.2 billion tax free budget in the 
provincial assembly for the year 2009-10, with deficit of Rs.3.1 billion and massive reliance on federal grants in 
the absence of any new levies. 
 
The development program is consisted of Rs.51.15 billion showing 23 percent increase over the outgoing fiscal. 
Though no new tax has been imposed in the budget 2009-10 but certain slight upward changes have been made 
in the provincial taxes to generate much needed revenue for the cash stricken kitty. The Senior Minister 
expressed strong reservation of his government over non payment of net hydle profit to the province by the 
federal government and complained that no progress has been made to settle dispute that was creating fiscal 
problems for the frontier province. With only 13 days to go more in the current fiscal, the NWFP Government yet 
to receive Rs.2.5 billion of the capped amount of Rs.6 billion net hydel profit. The province has received Rs.3.5 
billion till date from the federal government under the same head. The provinceôs own receipts for 2009-10 stood 
at Rs.7.537 billion while the rest would come from the federation. 
 
The total expenditures for the year 2009-10 have been estimated at 214.1 billion while the total revenue 
receipts is Rs.211.11 billion showing a deficit of Rs.3.11 billion. Heavy dependence on the federal government 
could land the provincial government in difficult situation if these grants are suspended or delayed for one reason 
or the other. The NWFP Government which received unprecedented influx of the internally displaced people that 
surged to around 3.9 million in the down districts in the wake of operation against militants in Malakand Division 
has proposed allocation of Rs.2 billion for their rehabilitation in the budget documents 2009-10. No new tax has 
been imposed by the government in the budget. The revenue to be received during 2009-10, amounted to 
Rs.67.8 billion under federal tax assignment, Rs.7.9 billion from GST on sales tax, Rs.7.549 billion straight 
transfers from the federal government, Rs.2.14 billion on GST on Services (Provincial), Rs.14.88 billion special 
grants, Rs.7.537 provincial own receipts, Rs.6 billion profit from hyder power generation. The province is 
expected to receive Rs.400 million under the head of general capital receipts, Rs.17.1 billion expected from the 
development income that included Rs.574 million population welfare program, Rs.10.050 billion special 
development federal grants and Rs.6.64 billion foreign project assistance. 
 
For the current fiscal, the province has been paid Rs.3.5 billion net hydel profit so far and due to less payment the 
province was facing financial difficulties. The Chief Minister leading the provincial cabinet had a meeting with 
Prime Minister in September 2008 wherein financial problems of the provinces were brought in his notice. 
 
The federal and provincial government have launched production bonus scheme in districts where oil and gas 
was produced. The income to be generated under it would be spent on the welfare of these districts. He said that 
NWFP government has received Rs.15 million as production bonus during from the federal government during 
current fiscal which has been shifted to the respective districts. 
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Senior Minister Rahimdad Khan said the Rs.50 million have been allocated for Abdul Wali Khan University 
(AWKU) in the budget 2009-10. In pursuance of the directives of Higher Education Commission the Provincial 
Assembly would purchase land for Abdul Wali Khan University for which Rs.235 million has been earmarked in 
the budget 2009-10, he added. He said that the university would play a pivotal role in spreading education in the 
area and would lesson financial burden on the students in district Mardan and adjacent areas, who had to travel 
to Peshawar and far flung areas to get higher education. Moreover, he continued that Rs.700 million has been 
allocated to provide scholarships to brilliant female students, who are studying in public sector schools. 

[Pakistan Observer ï June 18, 2009] 

 
 

NWFP Assembly Approves Budget 
The NWFP Assembly passed the provincial budget for 2009-10 on June 22 when all the opposition leaders 
withdrew their cut motions on all demands for grants on the request of Chief Minister Ameer Haider Hoti. The 
Chief Minister drew the attention of the House towards the prevailing situation and challenges, saying his 
government had to take extra-ordinary measures to cope with the situation. Appreciating the role of the joint 
opposition and all legislators for their cooperation with the government, the Chief Minister requested them to cut 
short their proceedings and withdraw cut motions on demands for grants for the smooth passage of the provincial 
budget. 

 [The News ï June 23, 2009] 

 

Balochistan Budget 
 

Balochistan Presents Rs71.6 billion Budget 
The government of Nawab Aslam Raisani in Balochistan on June 20 presented before the provincial assembly its 
second tax-free, revenue surplus budget for the fiscal 2009-10 having a total outlay of Rs71.617 billion, including 
a record development package of Rs18.536 billion. 
 
Á The major initiatives proposed in the budget include increase in food subsidy (on wheat) to Rs1 billion 

from Rs600 million for the current year and continuation of the annual subsidy of Rs2 billion for agriculture 
tube wells for another year. 

 
Á In order to provide relief to pensioners, the government announced to raise minimum pension to 

Rs1000 from Rs150 and to Rs2000 from Rs300. That will cost the provincial kitty an additional amount of 
Rs400 million a year. In addition, the government employees and pensioners will receive the 15 per cent 
ad hoc increase in their salaries and pensions in line with a federal decision. 

 
Á The government announced to separate the levies force from police in phases, saying the matter of 

increase in the salaries of police is already been taken up with the federal government. 
 
Á The provincial government has transferred a sum of Rs22 billion, including 2.5 per cent GST, to the local 

governments under the Provincial Finance Commission award. 
 
Á The budget proposals project the total revenue receipts for the next fiscal to be around Rs59.054 billion 

and expenditure at Rs53.081 billion, showing a surplus of Rs5.972 billion. The provincial government 
expects to receive Rs55.408 billion from the federal government and raise Rs3.646 billion from provincial 
own tax receipts of Rs1.133 billion and non-tax receipts of Rs2.513 billion. The federal transfers to 
Balochistan next year will include Rs29.205 billion as its share in the federal divisible tax pool, Rs13.975 
billion as subvention, Rs5.633 billion as surcharge on gas, Rs1.371 billion as excise duty on gas, Rs4.443 
billion as gas royalty, and Rs780 million as its share from 2.5 per cent GST. The revenue income 
estimates do not include the special grant of Rs3 billion announced by the prime minister for Balochistan. 
Officials say the money will be shown as part of the provincial income in the supplementary budget for the 
next year on receipt of the committed amount.  The major revenue expenditure include Rs5.558 billion for 
law and order and police, Rs5.174 billion for social services, Rs5.683 billion for economic 
servicesRs1.742 billion for debt servicing, Rs10.132 billion for general administration, and Rs1.791 billion 
for community services. Separately, the provincial capital account is projected to incur as a deficit of 
Rs943 million as capital expenditure (repayment of central loans and loans and advances for the 
provincial employees and institutions) is estimated to be around Rs2.629 billion against an income (fresh 
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debt and recoveries of loans) of Rs1.685 billion. The capital account deficit will be financed from the 
revenue surplus, slashing the net budgetary surplus for the next year to Rs5.029 billion. 

 
Á Additional funds to bridge the resource gap for development will be made avail on the receipt of the Prime 

Ministerôs special grant. The gap will further be filled after the release of Rs3 billion by the federal 
government for the Public Representative Programme (PRP) in the province.  

Á or the provincial development programme. 
 
Additionally, the unspent PSDP allocation of Rs21 billion for the outgoing year will also be carried forward into 
the next year. That raises the total federal development spending in the province under PSDP during 2009/10 to 
Rs71 billion. 
  
 
In his budget speech, finance minister Mir Asim Kurd Gailu expressed his gratitude for the president and federal 
government for picking up the provinceôs overdraft of Rs17.500 billion with the State Bank of Pakistan. 'This single 
step has freed resources of Rs4.2 billion a year for the welfare of the people of Balochistan,' he said. He was also 
glad to report that the federal government had allocated a record sum of Rs50 billion for Balochistan in its Public 
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) for the coming fiscal. 

[Dawn ï June 21, 2009] 

 

Balochistan Assembly Passes Budget 
Balochistan Assembly on June 25 unanimously approved provincial budget for next fiscal year 2009-10. 
Assembly session was held under the chairmanship of Speaker Muhammad Aslam Bhootani. Provincial Minister 
for Finance Mir Asim Kurd moved 50 demands to the tune of over Rs 69.69 billion in the House. Non-
development expenditures have been estimated at Rs 51.16 billion while Rs 18.53 billion have been allocated for 
development expenditures. 

 [The Nation ï June 26, 2009] 

 
.
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Regional Politics and Election Watch 

 
 
 

Pakistanôs Foreign Relations 
 
Pakistan, India agree on Secretary-Level Talks 
The eight-month-long Pakistan-India stalled peace process got a fresh lease of life as President Asif Ali Zardari 
and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan met on June 16 on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO). The two sides agreed for their foreign secretaries to meet on ñmutually-convenient datesò to be followed 
by another meeting of the two leaders on the sidelines of the Non-Aligned Movement Summit in Egypt in July. 
 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi told after the meeting between President Zardari and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh that ñthe two foreign secretaries will meet at mutually-convenient dates and discuss the steps 
taken on either side to deal with extremism and terrorism and from those discussions the political leadership will 
re-engage at Sharm-el-Sheikh (Egypt)ò. The one-on-one meeting between President Zardari and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh that commenced with a warm handshake lasted for around an hour. The Foreign Office, in a 
written statement, issued after the talks said: ñThe two leaders among other things discussed the question of 
resumption of the composite dialogue. Pakistan believes that the resumption of composite dialogue, and 
addressing seriously and with sincerity a range of issues is the only way forward.ò ñThe President of Pakistan 
reiterated the desire of the government of Pakistan to cooperate with India in bringing the perpetrators of the 
Mumbai attacks to justice. It is imperative that Pakistan-India Joint Anti-Terrorism Mechanism be re-activated,ò it 
added. The President hoped that Pakistanôs relations with India would enter a new era and the existing 
outstanding issues and disputes, including Jammu and Kashmir, would be resolved. ñPakistan remains committed 
to friendly and good neighbourly relations with India,ò the statement added. Manmohan Singh told President 
Zardari that he wanted him to ensure that militants could not operate from Pakistan. ñI am happy to meet you, but 
my mandate is to tell you that the territory of Pakistan must not be used for terrorism against India,ò Singh told 
Zardari. Singh also expressed disappointment over the release of the Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz 
Mohammad Saeed, suspected by India of being among the masterminds of the Mumbai attacks. Earlier, Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Indian Foreign Secretary Shev Shankar Menon and National Security Adviser 
NK Naraynan joined the two leaders for a photo-op. The foreign minister responded in negative when asked 
whether the engagement between the two foreign secretaries was part of the composite dialogue process, but 
added ñit is a positive step forward.ò 
 
Qureshi termed the meeting between President Zardari and Prime Minister Singh a ñpositive developmentò and 
said ñthe only sensible course was to talk to each other.ò He said the people of South Asia wanted peace, security 
and development and wanted the two nations to live in harmony. When asked whether Pakistan would raise the 
water dispute with India, the minister said all contentious issues could be raised once the dialogue process 
began. 

[The News ï June 17, 2009] 

 
 

Upcoming Afghan Elections 
 

Campaigning for Afghan Presidential Election Kicks-Off 
Campaigning for Afghanistanôs second-ever presidential elections kicked off on June 16 with hundreds of posters 
hoisted in the capital and candidates setting out to win over voters new to democracy. By contrast, the southern 
city of Kandahar - in the heartland of a Taliban insurgency that has reached record levels and threatens the 
August 20 poll - remained bare of posters and election spirit. ñThe reason presidential candidates have not 
opened their campaign offices could be for security reasons but that will start I think soon,ò said provincial council 
member Haji Agha Lalai. 
 
Posters of the president and his running mates, including high-profile anti-Taliban warlord Mohammed Qasim 
Fahim, were plastered with those of other candidates across walls, electricity polls, trees and even traffic signs. 
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Karzai won the 2004 election with 55.4 percent and is tipped by observers to have a good chance at the August 
ballot despite his failure to rein in corruption and the Taliban in his nearly eight years on the job. Critics have 
already accused the incumbent of having an unfair advantage because of his position, which gives him access to 
government and international resources and security as he moves across the fragile country. Independent 
Election Commission official Daud Ali Najafi told reporters that the president had agreed to halt any government 
appointments in case they could benefit his campaign. ñOther restrictions are, for example, that a candidate 
cannot use any government facilities during their campaign even if it is the president or any one else,ò Najafi said 
at a briefing to announce the start of campaigning. Election organisers have meanwhile complained that in the 
field of 41, which includes two women, are several people who should not be on the list as they do not have the 
qualifications or profile to stand for office. But the vote is seen as a key step in a transition to democracy that is 
being funded by Afghanistanôs international partners who are also bankrolling the elections, expected to cost 
around 220 million dollars. UN representative in Afghanistan, Kai Eide, called for candidates to ñcampaign with 
dignity and fairness.ò  

[AFP ï June 16, 2009] 

 
8,000 Election Observers to be Mobilized 
More than eight thousand Afghans will be trained as observers for the forthcoming Presidential and Provincial 
Council elections on 20 August. It's not only the Independent Election Commission (IEC) and its staff who are 
busy ahead of polling day. Jandad Spinghar is running the "other half" of the election process: observation. In 
August, Mr Spinghar's office, the Free and Fair Election Foundation of Afghanistan (FEFA) that normally has only 
about 20 staff, is going to be one of the biggest organizations in the country observing the elections, employing 
about 8,000 people. Mr Spinghar said that we will be able to cover about 70 per cent of all polling stations. He 
added that ensuring the observer presence in the remaining 30 per cent would be next to impossible due to 
security reasons. There will be about 29,000 polling stations in the 34 provinces across the country. FEFA, 
supported by various international organizations including the election project of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP/ELECT), is the single largest civil society organization in Afghanistan that is dedicated to 
election observation. It also conducted observation of the 2004/05 elections. Of the 8,000 observers, 400 will be 
long-term observers working with FEFA for about a month and the rest will be short-term observers working for 
just 10 days. While FEFA itself recruits the full-time observers, the short-term observers will be recruited by its 15 
partner organizations spread across the country. Mr Spinghar said that though the presence of international 
observers is very critical for elections in Afghanistan, the security situation in the country may not allow effective 
international observation. 
 
The European Union (EU), among other international bodies, is going to send an election observation mission to 
Afghanistan. The most senior UN official in Afghanistan, Kai Eide told NATO Defence Ministers on 12 June that 
the UN is expecting "election observers and experts" from the EU and the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). FEFA mobilized the same number of observers in the 2004/05 elections. Mr 
Spinghar cites security reasons for mobilizing the same number of observers even though the number of 
registered voters has gone up to about 17 million from about 11.5 million in 2005. 

[The Nation ï June 26, 2009] 

 

18 Candidates Warn to Boycott Afghan Presidential Elections 
Eighteen presidential candidates warned of boycotting the upcoming elections if their concerns at lack of 
transparency and security were not addressed. Flanked by their running mates, the aspirants told that they were 
determined to prevent the use of unfair means during the poll process at all costs. Bashir Ahmad Bezhan said: 
"We will use other means and ask the people to stage peaceful rallies against the lack of transparency in the 
elections." The current situation reflected the lack of transparency which would once again end up in the 
establishment of another failed government in Afghanistan, he warned. Bezhan and three others hopefuls have 
been blamed by Afghanistan's Independent Election Commission for violating the poll law by not declaring their 
assets in time. Without naming anyone, the commission also assailed some governors and officials for supporting 
their favourites. Habib Mangal, speaking to reporters, expressed concerns over inadequate security for aspirants. 
He condemned the Interior Ministry for its failure to keep its promises. The Interior Ministry had promised each 
candidate would have two vehicles and 20 police guards, but it decreased the number of vehicles to one and 
guards to 10, he alleged. However, Interior Ministry spokesman Zmaray Bashari told Pajhwok Afghan News the 
ministry still clung to its pledge. The guards introduced by candidates to the ministry were under training, he 
added. Pending the training, ministry provided 10 policemen to each contender, Bashari concluded. 

[The Nation ï June 21, 2009] 
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Presidential Elections in Iran 
 

Ahmadinejad Wins Election: Incumbent President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has been re-elected to office. The 

Electoral Commissioner said that Dr Ahmadinejad, by obtaining 69 percent of the total votes, has become the 
definite winner of the 10th presidential election.  

[Daily Times ï June 13, 2009] 

 
Iran Rules-Out Election Annulment Despite Protests: Iranôs top legislative body, on June 16, ruled out 

annulling a disputed presidential poll that has prompted the biggest street protests since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, but said it was prepared for a partial recount. 

[Daily Times ï June 17, 2009] 

 

President to be Sworn-In between July 26 and August 19: Iranôs President and new Cabinet will be 

sworn in before Parliament between July 26 and August 19 following the Presidential Election. Parliamentôs board 
of directors set July 26 to August 19 as the period for the Presidentôs swearing-in and the introduction of the new 
cabinet. 

[Daily Times ï June 24, 2009] 

 

Political Uncertainty in Nepal 
 

Nepalese Post-Maoist Govt Falters 
Two weeks after Nepal swore in a new Prime Minister following the fall of the Maoist government, analysts say 
the ruling coalition is looking decidedly shaky as it struggles to form a cabinet. Maoist Chief Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
ï known as Prachanda ï plunged the world's newest republic into chaos in May when he resigned as Prime 
Minister just eight months into the job following a failed bid to fire the head of the army. 
 
Cabinet formation: A group of rival parties led by the centre-left UML ï the third-largest party in parliament ï 
agreed to form a new ruling coalition, but have failed to agree on cabinet positions amid fierce political infighting. 
On June 5, one of the coalition partners withdrew its support, further weakening the already fragile grouping. 
ñEven if they do manage to form a full government, it will be highly unstable,ò said Lok Raj Baral, political science 
professor at the Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu. ñThe culture of mistrust among parties is so high that the 
government could fall at any time.  
 
The wrangling for the ministerial berths in parties has made the country's political future uncertain,ò Baral said. 
Prachanda and his fellow guerrillas fought against the army in a bloody civil war before emerging as the surprise 
winners of a 2007 general election with more than a third of the seats in parliament. However, he resigned as 
Prime Minister after Nepal's president blocked his government's efforts to sack the head of the army, General 
Rookmangud Katawal. The row between Prachanda's government and Katawal was centred on the fate of 19,000 
former Maoist rebel fighters, who are currently confined to United Nations-supervised camps. Prachanda 
demanded that they be integrated into the national army to cement the peace process but the army refused, 
saying the guerrillas could never become non-partisan soldiers. The current political uncertainty has cast a 
shadow over the fragile peace process launched when the 10-year civil war ended in 2006. 
 
Rhoderick Chalmers, Nepal Country Director for the International Crisis Group (ICG) said the process was close 
to collapse. Consensus was the key for all the parties, including the Maoists, to move forward. In order to take the 
peace process forward, the first thing parties should do is to rebuild consensus. A key task is the drafting of a new 
constitution after the 2008 abolition of the Himalayan nation's 239-year-old monarchy. But the process is already 
well behind schedule, and few now believe the government can meet its May 2010 deadline. 

[Daily Times ï June 9, 2009] 

 

Policies of Obama Administration 
 

Obama Seeks New Beginning between US, Muslims 
Quoting from the Holy Quraôan for emphasis, President Barack Obama called for a ñnew beginning between the 
United States and Muslimsò recently and said together, they could confront violent extremism across the globe 
and advance the timeless search for peace in the Middle East. ñThis cycle of suspicion and discord must end,ò 
Obama said in a widely anticipated speech in one of the worldôs largest Muslim countries, an address designed to 
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reframe relations after the terrorist attacks of Sept 11, 2001, and the US-led war in Iraq. Obama said his country 
does not want to keep its troops in Afghanistan. ñMake no mistake: we do not want to keep our troops in 
Afghanistan. We seek no military bases there,ò he said. ñWe would gladly bring every single one of our troops 
home if we could be confident that there were not violent extremists in Afghanistan and Pakistan determined to kill 
as many Americans as they possibly can. But that is not yet the case.ò Obama, however, said his countryôs 
commitment to fulfill its role, as part of a 46-country coalition will ñwill not weakenò despite the costs involved. ñIt is 
costly and politically difficult to continue this conflict,ò he said. In a gesture to the Islamic world, Obama conceded 
at the beginning of his remarks that tension ñhas been fed by colonialism that denied rights and opportunities to 
many Muslims, and a Cold War in which Muslim-majority countries were often treated as proxies without regard to 
their own aspirations.ò Obama said the actions of violent extremist Muslims are ñirreconcilable with the rights of 
human beingsò, and quoted the Quraôan to make his point: ñbe conscious of God and always speak the truth.ò 
ñIslam is not part of the problem in combating violent extremism, it is an important part of promoting peace,ò he 
said. ñHamas must put an end to violence, recognise past agreements, and recognise Israelôs right to exist,ò he 
said of the organisation the United States deems as terrorist. ñThe Palestinian Authority must develop its capacity 
to govern, with institutions that serve the needs of its people,ò Obama said. ñAt the same time, Israelis must 
acknowledge that just as Israelôs right to exist cannot be denied, neither can Palestine. The United States does 
not accept the legitimacy of continued Israeli settlementsò on the West Bank and outskirts of Jerusalem, he said. 
ñIt is time for these settlements to stop.ò As for Jerusalem itself, he said it should be a ñsecure and lasting home 
for Jews and Christians and Muslims ...ò Obama also said the Arab nations should no longer use the conflict with 
Israel to distract their own people from other problems.Obama said he has a commitment to governments ñthat 
reflect the will of the peopleò. And yet, he said, ñNo system of government can or should be imposed upon one 
nation by any other.ò At times, there was an echo of Obamaôs campaign mantra of change in his remarks, and he 
said many are afraid it cannot occur. ñThere is so much fear, so much mistrust. But if we choose to be bound by 
the past, we will never move forward,ò he said. 

[Daily Times ï June 5, 2009] 

 


